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“T Said to Four Friends” 


By Lambert Brose 


Synod’s Washington Correspondent at White House Conferences 


“T see that Congress has finally passed 
President Eisenhower’s Reciprocal 
Trade Program,” I said casually and ex- 
perimentally to four friends. 

The first man glanced somewhat ap- 
prehensively. Then he hurried away. 

Two others murmured faintly, 
“Yeah?” “Isn’t that nice!” 

A fourth shrugged her shoulders. 

The number of Christians who ex- 
press scant interest in the affairs of their 
government and who know still less 
about them is amazing. A devout 
churchman in Washington said: “If 
you're not interested in politics, you’re 
not much of a Christian citizen.” 


Politics affects almost every phase of 
our life, even the air we breathe. Wit- 
ness the smog ordinances in some cities! 
The food we eat — attested to by pure 
food and drug laws and farm parity 
prices. Even our church life — the tax- 
free status of our parochial schools, for 
example. — You take this for granted? 
It’s on the ballot in California, Nov. 4. 

Politics — we use the term in its 
wide sense — is one important influence 
in a Christian’s daily existence. 

This article deals briefly with only 
one aspect of a Christian’s role in poli- 
tics: acquiring and maintaining an in- 
terest in the affairs of state. 

If a person lacks interest, all the ap- 
peals to vote will produce minimal 
motivating effect. Either people will 
disregard the plea, or they will go to 
the polls knowing little about the issues. 

Once a person is sufficiently in- 


terested, he or she will take an active 
part in political life as his ability,’ 
energy, and time allow. 


One reason church members reluc-: 
tantly take an active part in politics is: 
that they think it’s a crooked business.; 
This simply is not so. 

It is true that there is influence ped-! 
dling and corruption in government.i 
As long as nations are governed by hu- 
man beings, there will be wrongdoing.: 

However, the majority of Congress-| 
men and their staffs on “the Hill.” our 
Federal, state, county, and municipali 
employees, are hard-working, faithful.,| 
and loyal. They often make financial, 
sacrifices to work for their country. 

But even the corruption in govern- 
ment highlights the purpose of thiss 
article. The most effective way to elimi- 
nate corruption is for the individual, 
citizen to take an interest in politics — 
not to avoid reading about scandals inj 
Washington because it unpleasantly in- 
volves his own political party —to be 
informed about it and to act. 

Perhaps a more prevalent excuse for 
lack of interest in politics is: “I dont 
understand it.” Understanding polities 
takes time and effort. 


Here are some suggestions: Read. 
newspaper and magazine reports con-. 
cerning Federal, state, and local gov- 
ernment. Read the editorial page. 
Listen to the discussion programs on 


TV and radio. 
(Continued on page 18) 


Four senators and 
the author  dis- 
cuss voting re-' 
sponsibilities of 
Christian  citizens.i 
L.—r.: Edward J. 
Thye (R., Minn.),) 
Warren G.. Mag-: 
nuson (D., Wash.),} 
Alexander Wiley: 


M. Jackson (D.,, 
Wash.), and Pastor 
Brose. 


ay 


; os News of the Church in the World 


Alabama Conference 
Meets on Selma Campus 


“The 41st Alabama Lutheran Con- 
ference was encouraged by the news 
that Alabama Lutheran Academy and 
College is to have a new campus,” re- 
ported Rev. R. A. Eggert of Pensa- 
cola, Fla. The conference met at the 
college in Selma, Ala., August 21—24. 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Congregation of 
Birmingham, formerly affiliated with 
the American Lutheran Church, was 
received into the conference. 

A progress report for the year 
brought heartening news from the new 
station opened in Ashville; the comple- 
tion of a new chapel and schoolroom 
for Mount Calvary Church in Mobile 
(Maysville); and construction of a 
chapel for the relocated Faith Church 
in Mobile. 

Local mission offerings of about 
$1,500 were allocated to the Ashville 
mission for school equipment; Camden, 
equipment for school expansion to two 
rooms; Chapel of the Air radio pro- 
gram; and The Missionary Lutheran. 

Sunday school mission offerings for 
African, Moslem, and Japanese mis- 
sions totaled $3,250. 

Dr. William H. Schweppe reviewed 
the history of the church’s operation in 
Nigeria and the launching of the new 
field of Ghana. 

Conference officers elected for the 
coming year are: Revs. P. R. Hunt, 
chairman; B. P. Jenkins, vice-chairman; 
A. Dominick, secretary; W. H. EIll- 
wanger, treasurer. 


Morro Indians Spear 
Paraguay Missionary 


Rev. Kornelius Isaak, 30, of Fern- 
heim, Paraguay, was speared to death 
by savage Morro Indians of the Chaco. 

He and several fellow missionaries 
of the Mennonite Brethren Church of 
North America were trying to establish 
friendly contact with the Morros, who 
had terrorized other Indians and Men- 
nonite colonists in Paraguay and had 
killed a father and three children. 

Earlier the missionaries, endeavoring 
to bring the Gospel to the savages, had 
tried to win the tribe’s friendship and 
confidence by placing gifts on trails. 

The missionaries’ ill-fated effort in 
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September followed a North American 
oil team’s peaceful negotiations with 
a group of Morro warriors a month 
before. Mr. Isaak and his companions 
had worked earlier among the Lengua 
and Chulupie Indians near Fernheim, 
a Mennonite colony established 28 
years ago by Russian refugees. 


Gideons to Distribute 
3,600,000 Bibles 


The convention of Gideons Inter- 
national was urged to _ distribute 
3,600,000 Bibles throughout the 
United States during the coming year. 

P. J. Zondervan of Grand Rapids, 
Mich., publisher and president of the 
society, asked for the goal to celebrate 
the Gideons’ 60th anniversary in 1959. 

Last year the society distributed 
2,892,135 Scriptures in 41 nations at 
a cost of $1,643,236. 

Fifty years ago the organization of 
Christian businessmen adopted a reso- 
lution to place in every hotel in the 
country a copy of the Bible “for lonely 
traveling men.” In the half century 
38,000,000 copies of the Bible have 
been distributed. 


New Church Dedicated 
In Taconite Area 
Church in 


Faith Lutheran Silver 


Bay, Minn., came into existence as a 
industry in 


result of the taconite 


Faith Lutheran Church, Silver Bay, Minn. 
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northern Minnesota. The house of 
worship, which the congregation dedi- 
cated on June 22, is Synod’s only 
church between Duluth and Canada. 
The nearest parish to the west is 
85 miles away. 

On the north shore of Lake Superior, 
approximately 60 miles north of Du- 
luth, Silver Bay in 1951 became the 
$190,000,000 site of the Reserve Min- 
ing Company for processing iron ore. 

To house the employees in the plant, 
Reserve Mining Company constructed 
a modern townsite where nearly 900 
families now reside. 

Faith Congregation was officially or- 
ganized on August 28, 1953. Through 
the aid of the Minnesota District 
Church Extension Fund and the Lu- 
theran Women’s Missionary League, 
the building program started in the 
spring of 1957. 

The sanctuary and the parsonage 
were constructed on a 100 x300-foot 
lot donated by Armco & Republic 
Steel Corporations. 

The frame church, with gray Norman 
brick veneer, seats 200; the lower audi- 
torium accommodates the Sunday 
school and fellowship gatherings. 

Walls of the interior are of Philip- 
pine mahogany; pews are elmwood. All 
woodwork is finished in a _ natural 
warm tone. 

The communicant membership now 
nears the 100 mark; 75 children are 
enrolled in the Sunday school, Pastor 
Reinhold F. Dierks reports. 


News of the Church in the World 


Church in Austria 
Doubles in 10 Years 


The influx of thousands of Lutheran 
refugees from Communist tyranny in 
the East has doubled the membership 
of the Austrian Lutheran Church in 
the past decade. 

Through the unprecedented increase, 
the church of Austrian Lutherans, who 
comprise not quite 6% of the nation’s 
population, suffers critical shortages of 
trained staff and adequate facilities. 

The present Austrian congregational 
enrollment of 396,614 persons, com- 
pared with about 200,000 in 1948, will 
require continued aid from U. S. and 
other Lutherans around the world, the 
LWE office in Vienna reports. 

There are 156 churches and 776 
preaching stations served by 230 pas- 
tors and 400 catechists. No Lutheran 
church in Austria “will seat more than 
10% of its congregation, and even in 
fully constituted churches, space is al- 
most totally lacking for any kind of 
congregational activity such as we take 
for granted in other parts of the world,” 
said the LWF representative in Vienna. 


MISSOURI SYNOD 


Preliminary 


SEMINARIES 


ULCA Investing Fund 
Pays Quarterly Dividend 


The Common Investing Fund of the 
United Lutheran Church in America in 
July paid another quarterly dividend of 
12 cents to shareholders. 

The original stock issue was at $10 
a share. Net asset value, as of June 30, 
was $13.16, highest since its inception 
on January 1, 1954, the ULCA News 
Bureau announced. 

Shares in the Common _ Investing 
Fund, which is at a record high of 
$5,300,000, are held by the ULCA, its 
boards, agencies, auxiliaries, synods, 
affiliated institutions, and congregations. 


Archaeologists Find 
Ancient Sardis 


The ancient Lydian city of Sardis 
— once the capital of wealthy King 
Croesus and later the seat of a Chris- 
tian bishop in Roman times — was dis- 
covered by a team of six American 
archaeologists who had been excavating 
for two months in Turkey. 


Among the foremost cities of an- 
tiquity, Sardis, the site of one of the 
“seven churches which are in Asia,” 
mentioned in Rev. 3:1, flourished until 
Tamerlane destroyed it in 1402. 

Prof. George M. A. Hanfmann of 
Harvard University, field director of 
the Cornell-Harvard expedition, in an- 
nouncing the discovery, said that the 
ancient city of King Croesus lies under 
the ruins of the Roman city and dis- 
poses the old theory that “Sardis was 
located in the valley of the river.” 


ELC Churches Form 
Synod in Colombia 


The Evangelical Lutheran Church — 
Colombia Synod was organized at 
Bogota in July. The new 500-mem- 
ber body embraces five congregations, 
products of the ELC and the United 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in the 
U. S., which opened its Colombia mis- 
sion in 1944. 

There is also an Evangelical Lu- 
theran Church of Colombia, composed 
of congregations serving some 2,000 
European Lutherans. 


SEMINARIES AND COLLEGES IN NORTH AMERICA 
Enrollment Figures 1958—1959 School Year 


First Year Second Year Third Year Fourth Year Vicars Grad'g Class Total 


Saint Louis 
Springfield 


191 
110 


160 
58 


164 
41 


515 


41 92 84 


COLLEGES High School Freshman Sophomore Junior Senior Vicars 


Fort Wayne 
River Forest 
Seward 


180 
259 171 
123 96 


Teacher Training 
Men omen 


180 
181 
162 


220 
150 


Pastoral 
Training 


27 


149 16 


High School College Others 


66 
184 
132 
101 
335 
131 

58 
210 

88 


118 
169 
125 
24 
168 
68 
91 
345 
229 


88 
138 
160 

36 
487 

86 

36 


54 
41 
53 
33 
81 
43 
166 
103 


18 
165 

17 
125 
503 
199 
149 
555 
317 


Milwaukee 
Oakland 


81 108 


TOTAL NUMBER OF STUDENTS 


4 
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Canadian Army Lent 
Tents for VBS 


An unusual vacation Bible school in 
Canada last summer met in tents lent 
by the Royal Canadian Army. 

The small, unorganized Gethsemane 
Lutheran Mission in North Edmonton, 
served last summer by a vicar from the 
Springfield seminary, worshiped in 
a portable chapel. The Alberta-British 
Columbia District constructed the mis- 
sion chapel to meet the needs of a rap- 
idly expanding community. 

_ The chapel and two large barracks 
tents accommodated the 115 children 
enrolled in the mission’s VBS. 

“The congregations of the Alberta- 
British Columbia District completed one 

of their most successful summers of 
VBS during the past few months,” 
writes Rev. F. T. Gabert, District Par- 
ish Education Committee chairman. 

Three congregations in Edmonton — 
Bethlehem, Grace, and Redeemer — 

enrolled more than 500 children in 
VBS. 

“Pastors of multiple-station parishes 
conducted schools for each of the sta- 
tions,” reported Pastor Gabert. “From 
Vancouver in the West to Alberta’s 

boundary with Saskatchewan in the 
East, VBS was the summer’s keynote.” 


Briefly Told 


Value of S.S. Seldom do Sunday 
school teachers realize that the lesson 
they are privileged to teach on Sunday 
-morning may be the last word of Christ 
-a certain child may hear. Johnny Un- 
win and his twin brother came from 
an unchurched home regularly to Saint 
Mark’s Lutheran Sunday School, Minot, 
-N. Dak. On Labor Day, Johnny, care- 
fully observing traffic regulations as he 
‘rode his bicycle, was killed by a blast 
of a deer rifle discharged from a base- 
ment apartment window. 


ULCA Women. The United Lutheran 
Church Women met in Toronto, Sep- 
tember 26—30. The auxiliary of more 
than 163,000 members has an annual 
budget of more than a million dollars. 


Statue for Albuquerque. A 350-foot 
statue of Christ atop an Albuquerque, 
N. Mex., mountain is being sponsored 
by officials of Christ of the Southwest 
Foundation, a nonprofit civic group. 
Proposed site for a 15,000-seat amphi- 
theater and the statue is on 9,700-foot 
South Sandia Peak, overlooking the Rio 
Grande River valley for 70 miles. 
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News of the Church in the World 


VBS in Gethsemane Lutheran Mission, Edmonton, was held in Army tents. 
L.—,.: Mrs. Florence Griggs, teacher; Rev. F. T. Gabert; Mrs. Pauline Aabak, 
teacher; Vicar Victor Bittner; Walter Reiner, teacher and properties supervisor, 
who kept the tents under 24-hour surveillance. 


VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL — until recently unheard of in Chile, S. America 
— brought out 42 children to our Lutheran church in Vina del Mar. Rev. and Mrs. 
Juan G. Berndt (l.) and Pedro Faunez (r.), a recent convert, taught the three 
classes of children with names such as Figueroa, Marin, Palma, Fernandez, Soto, 
Sorrea, Salas, Barrios, Durdn, Iglesias, Bastias, Salinas, Lopez, Allende, Guzmdn. 


Church Archivist, Chairman. Rev. 
August R. Suelflow, director of Synod’s 
Concordia Historical Institute in St. 
Louis, has been appointed chairman of 
the committee on church records for 
the Society of American Archivists. 
The announcement was made by Wil- 
liam D. Overman, national president. 


Son Installs Father. Rey. Frederick 
Weisenborn, 63, was installed as pastor 
of First and St. John’s Lutheran con- 
gregations in Crowley and lota, La., 
July 6. His son, Rev. Frederick C. 
Weisenborn of Wellsville, Mo., read 
the rite of installation for his father. 
Four years ago the senior pastor had 
performed the same service for his son, 
ordained at Red Cloud, Nebr. 


Hawaii Reporting. The five young 
churches in Hawaii — including the 
preaching station at Ewa — on June 30, 
1958, listed 1,188 souls, 598 commu- 
nicants, an annual increase of 20%; 
826 in Sunday school, a gain of 42%. 
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Chinese Boy. The LWML of First 
Lutheran Church, Ponca City, Okla., 
is sending five dollars a month for one 
year to pay the board of an 11-year-old 
Chinese boy in Hong Kong. His wid- 
owed mother, who works in a fire- 
cracker factory when there is work, 
lives far from the Lutheran school. 
Ching San, the father, was a Christian, 
Missionary Roy Karner told the Okla- 
homa_ District Edition. The board 
money allows the boy to live with 
a family near a mission school. 


Historical Center. The Disciples of 
Christ Historical Society recently dedi- 
cated Phillips Memorial Building in 
Nashville, Tenn. The $1,000,000 cen- 
ter in Gothic style has space for 
150,000 volumes, conference and study 
rooms, museum, and _ auditorium. 
Named for Disciples layman Thomas 
W. Phillips, Sr., the building was a gift 
from his son and other members of the 
Phillips family of Pennsylvania. 
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God in pea ee 


BY ALFRED DOERFFLER 


He’s got the whole world in His hands; 
He’s got that big, round world in His hands. 


I 


In the world’s childhood a man and 
his wife started out on a great ad- 
venture. They headed westward to get 
away from an idolatrous environment 
and to serve the living God, Jehovah 
the Lord. After many days and months 
of travel the couple came to Canaan, 
a land “flowing with milk and honey.” 

Wherever Abraham pitched his tents, 
he reared an altar to this living God, 
who had promised him a nation count- 
less as the stars. At that time Abra- 
ham and Sarah were childless. In their 
old age Isaac was born to them. He in 
turn had two sons, Esau and Jacob. 
The 12 sons of Jacob and their de- 
scendants became the nation of Israel 
and Judah. To Abraham, however, 
God had promised a greater Son, in 
whom all the nations of the earth were 
to be blessed. 


Religious People 


Jacob’s family went to Egypt and 
grew from a handful of 70 into a 
mighty race. Fearful of their power, 
the Egyptian rulers sought to annihilate 
the nation by hard labor and by de- 
stroying the male population. In this 
distressing situation arose Moses, who 
eventually led Israel out of the Nile 
country. 

For 40 years these people, fed with 
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manna from heaven, tented in the 
Arabian desert. Under the superb lead- 
ership of Moses they were disciplined 
to become a self-governing people who 
acknowledged Jehovah as the Head of 
the nation. Through Moses they re- 
ceived God’s moral, spiritual, and gov- 
ernmental laws, which made Israel a 
unique people. God’s laws gave them 
a civic righteousness, a moral integrity, 
a spiritual awareness of their destiny, 
and a hope in the darkest days of war- 
fare and exile. With persistency, Israel 
looked forward to the coming of the 
Messiah, who would bring peace to 
sinful man and a salvation which was 
certain and eternal. 

Always conscious of their peculiar 
destiny in the world, Israel was a re- 
ligious people. Their worship centered 
around tabernacle and temple and em- 
phasized: “Hear, O Israel: the Lord, 
our God, is one Lord.” 

Before Moses climbed Mount Nebo 
to die, he called all Israel together. 
Stressing once more their position as 
God’s chosen people, he enumerated 
the blessings of a childlike obedience 
to God’s will — blessings in every area 
of life. 

However, if Israel would not walk 
in the way of the covenant, but seek 
other “gods” and follow their own lusts, 
Jehovah would be compelled to send 
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His judgments upon the people, Moses 
declared. One of these judgments is 
recorded in Deut. 28:36, 37: “The Lord 
shall bring thee, and thy king which 
thou shalt set over thee, unto a nation 
which neither thou nor thy fathers have) 
known; and there shalt thou serve other 
gods, wood and stone, and thou shalt! 
become an astonishment [horror], a 
proverb, and a byword, among all na- 
tions whither the Lord shall lead thee.” 


Lip Worship 


After Moses’ death, Israel remained | 
a “religious” nation, maintaining temple | 
worship, resting on the Sabbath, ob-. 
serving the Passover and other feasts, 
and paying the tithe. However, this. 
“religiousness” lapsed into mere form) 
—a lip worship and a hand service. . 
The outside of the cup was kept clean, . 
but within the heart was filthiness and | 
evil. 

Oh, yes! They never failed to offer! 
the prescribed sacrifices. This must be: 
done according to precept and habi' | 
and custom, even though their heart: 
were far from the Lord. 

Oh, yes! They always brought the: 
tithe. Israel was to give a tenth of all 
grain, olives, and vineyards. Those who} 
lived a great distance from Jerusalem | 
could sell the produce and bring the: 
money to the temple. Many Israelites : 
would take second-grade crops, for: 
which they received less, and offer the: 
proceeds as full tithe. Thus they were: 
robbing God. (Mal. 3:8-10) 

Corruption, dishonesty, and injustice : 
prevailed because Israel was not sincere | 
in worship. The courts could easily be: 
bribed; the rich could get by with any-. 
thing; money talked. Therefore the: 
Lord said through Isaiah, “Woe unto: 
them that call evil good, and good evil. 

. Woe unto them that are wise in: 
their own eyes! . . . Woe unto them 
that are mighty to drink wine . . . which 
justify the wicked for reward” (Is. 5: 
20-23). Prophet after prophet pleaded 
with the people to return to the Lord, 
but mockingly they said to these men 
of God: “Speak unto us smooth things!” 
(Is. 30:10) 


Not This! 


Then came God’s punishment. In- 
vaders from the East marched in. With 
brutal destructiveness the Chaldean 
army overran the country, scorched the 
land, and destroyed its cities. Inhuman 


treatment of men, women, children 
made these Chaldeans worse than 
beasts. 


The prophet Habakkuk sought God 
with plaintive cry. Surely Israel had 
not deserved this! The prophet con- 
fessed that Israel had committed hei- 
nous sins and served other gods. But 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


S 


the Israelites were not as wicked and 
idolatrous as these brutal Chaldeans! 
Why should a more idolatrous people 
enjoy such a conquest and carry away 
such rich spoils of war? 

To the prophet, God revealed that 
Israel sinned against better knowledge 
and continued in its evil ways after 
repeated warnings. God sent a scourge 
to chastise His people and bring them 
to their senses. This judgment did not 
imply that the Chaldeans were better 
people — they were a wicked nation, 
and God in due time would take care 
of them too. For the present, however, 
God must deal with Israel and save 
them spiritually. The prophet, then, 
admits that he must trust God and 
_know that His ways are righteous. 

God did not forget His covenant 
with Abraham; in the fullness of time 
Jesus came as Messiah-Christ to bring 
peace and hope to the people who sat 
in darkness. “God moves in a myste- 
rious way, His wonders to perform.” 
All nations must acknowledge: “The 
Lord God Omnipotent reigneth!” 

“He’s got the whole world in His 
hands!” 

II 


With a jet plane we arch over the 
centuries and land in the United States 
of America. Western civilization has 
given expression to its finest ideals and 
put into action the best patterns of the 
democratic way of life. A continent 
known to civilized man less than 600 
years has become the mecca and the 
hope of millions from older civilizations 
in Europe, Asia, and Africa. 

Some people came with the adven- 
-turous spirit of seeking the riches of 
the new-found country and the abun- 
dant living which wealth brings with 
it. Others came in the hope of finding 
refuge from intolerant conditions of 
state religions. As these multitudes 
from various races, cultures, and re- 
ligious beliefs lived side by side, they 
became tolerant of one another. They 
gave everyone the right to worship God 
according to the dictates of his con- 
science, to live his own life, and to 
make a livelihood for himself accord- 
ing to his ability. America became the 
melting pot of European and Asiatic 
nations. 

America claimed to be Christian. 
The nation put on its seal: “In God we 
trust.” It cannot be denied that the 
Christian Gospel has influenced and 
colored the entire way of life and think- 
ing in the United States. We are a re- 
ligious people. 


Part of Culture 


Most people want the services of 
the church and think it rather strange 
if some family has a funeral without 
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religious services. Prayers are offered 
at the opening of Congress and at the 
inauguration of the President. The 
President is expected to go to church. 
Church membership is on the increase. 
Gifts to charities are surprisingly large. 

Yet much of the “religiousness” is 
mere form, a part of the culture. We 
have a nation of people who pay re- 
spect to God nominally, but live lives 
that are worldly, godless, non-Christian. 
We have corruption in government. 
The investigations of capital and labor 
reveal shocking irregularities. We have 
delinquencies of youth, with holdups, 
killings, and crime waves. 

In many ways, like Israel, we are 
“very religious” and yet fail to reduce 
this Christian Gospel to actual Chris- 
tian living. Progressive marriages and 
serial polygamy are taken for granted 
in many places. Television, radio, and 
stage glamorize lust and crime. In 
many cities, women walk the streets 
practically undressed. Modesty and 
blushing belong to the past ages. 


“In God We Trust” 


With all this we have huge Easter 
sunrise services, make much ado over 
Christmas and the Bethlehem manger, 
and give ample space to religious news. 
Sermons and devotions are regular fea- 
tures on radio and television. A few 
evangelists draw immense crowds as 
a sort of novelty in a sophisticated 
world. 

To this wicked world God still gives 
the Gospel of the cross. He pleads 
with mankind to come to Jesus to be 
cleansed and healed. God, the God of 
history, is still in the heavens. Patiently 
He warns and seeks the people who 
“walk away backward” in this 20th cen- 
tury of grace. Voices are still heard 
proclaiming the Gospel as man’s only 
hope in the wilderness of make-believe, 
saturated with boredom and _ world- 
weariness and fear. 

In Israel this had gone on for dec- 
ades, yes, centuries. Then came the 
Chaldeans. Piqued and resentful, Israel 
asked, “Why should this happen to us?” 

Like Israel, we today take for 
granted the blessings of our rich land, 
“flowing with milk and honey.” We 
say to ourselves: This is the civilization 
we have created by our genius and 
progressive spirit. 

We still say and have put it on our 
dollar bills: “In God we trust.” We are 
deeply offended if anyone suggests that 
our political moves and international 
programs have ulterior motives. We 
shout from the housetops that we are 
a Christian nation seeking the peace 
of the world and the good of all people, 
that we have never taken any land 


from any nation. And we are sincere 
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when we say this. Yet on all sides we 
see greed, dishonesty, crime, corruption, 
evil. 

God’s Scourge? 


Into this picture comes an ideology 
which says: “There is no God; Chris- 
tianity and the church are merely opi- 
ates used to keep the masses-quiet and 
submissive.” This ideology threatens 
the world and, above all, Western cul- 
ture and Christianity. So we ask: Are 
the Communists of today the counter- 
part of the Chaldeans? Will the Com- 
munists be the scourge that is to dis- 
cipline the Christian world with its soft 
Christianity? Will Communism succeed 
temporarily because, for the vast ma- 
jority, Christianity has become a mere 
formality and lip service? 

God hates formality and lip worship. 
What He said to Israel applies also to 
our age and nation: “Ah, sinful nation, 
a people laden with iniquity, a seed of 
evildoers, children that are corrupters; 
they have forsaken the Lord, they have 
provoked the Holy One of Israel unto 
anger, they are gone away backward. 

Bring no more vain oblations; 
incense is an abomination unto Me; 
the new moons and sabbaths, the calling 
of assemblies, I cannot away with; it is 
inquity, even the solemn meeting. 
Your new moons and your appointed 
feasts My soul hateth; they are a trou- 
ble unto Me; I am weary to bear them.” 
(is1e40-135 14) 


God Has Not Failed 


Truly, present world conditions must 
set us a-thinking! There must be a real 
searching of hearts. If Communism 
overruns the world and destroys the 
greater part of Western civilization with 
its Christian background, the disaster 
will be greatly due to our national in- 
difference toward God, the Christian 
Gospel, the moral, ethical, spiritual 
principles and directives of God’s Word. 
The lukewarmness of the vast majority 
of people in this so-called Christian 
nation will be largely responsible for 
America’s overthrow. 

It will not prove that Communism 
is a better way of life; neither will it 
prove that God is dead or an invention 
of man’s fancy. God has not failed us, 
but we have failed God. God still is 
in the heavens and has the “whole 
world in His hands.” The history of 
the past has proved His Lordship and 
will prove it again. With Job we should 


say: “Though He slay me, yet will 
I trust in Him.” (Job 13:15) 

World conditions are ominous. An- 
other world war, if it comes, may 


destroy our world. 

God still pleads: Come —rend not 
your garments, but your hearts — and 
I will heal you. 
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Mrs. Sato, sole support for her three daughters, realizes that God’s Word is the most important 
thing in life. Daily devotions are an integral part of their family living. The oldest girl (right), 
a consecrated Christian and good student, would like to become a parochial school teacher. 
She is organist for Martin Luther Church, Meguro, Tokyo, where the Satos are members. 


“Our Sunday school teachers give a great deal of time to the Lord,” 
writes Missionary LeRoy Hass from Meguro. “Many non-Christian 
parents permit their children to attend Sunday school while they are 
small. When the children grow older, they are led away from the 
church. Entrance into the home through the Sunday school is not so 
easy as it is in the States. We pray for the day when the parents can 
be gained. Then much can be done toward bringing up children in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” 


MISSIONARY WILLIAM J. DANKER (now profes 
at the St. Louis seminary) at ground breaking of Megt 
(Grace) Lutheran Church, Kugenuma, near Yokoha 


Japan, June 1950. The Sunday school choir is beh 
the altar. 


Mr. Kambe, employed by the 
_ Telegraph Company of Japan, is 
a faithful Sunday school teacher, 
member of the Meguro Lutheran 
Church council and the Bible 
class, and spends much of his time 
in youth work. 


R EV. WILLIAM J. DANKER faced a tre- 
mendous but wonderful challenge 

when he stepped off the plane at the 
Tokyo airport 10 years ago in Septem- 
ber. 

Only three short years before, “the 
Land of the Rising Sun” had experi- 
enced ignominiously its first military 
defeat. The defeat, which stunned 
Japan, overthrew centuries of tradition 
and faith in an emperor supposed to 
have been “divine.” 

It had been said, “There is a spiritual 
_ vacuum in Japan.” Our church’s first 
missionary came to help fill that 
vacuum. 

He had a permit to stay temporarily 
in a U.S. Army Hotel. Nothing else. 
No congregation, no church building, 
no home, no land on which to build a 
chapel. With him, however, came the 
Holy Spirit, whom the Lord had prom- 
ised to all His disciples. 


Ten Years Later 


Through the Spirit in the Word, the 
church has been planted. Now, 10 
years later, Synod’s mission in Japan 
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has grown to 42 congregations and 
preaching stations, ranging in member- 
ship from two to 131. More than 
1,400 people have been baptized during 
these 10 years. 

The stations are (1) in the Kanto 
area, with Tokyo as its center; (2) the 
Niigata area on the western coast of 
the main island; and (3) Hokkaido, 
Japan’s northernmost island. 

The Lutheran Hour, beginning its 
broadcasting in Japan about seven years 
ago over one radio transmitter, is now 
heard over 63 Japanese _ stations. 
Through the phenomenal growth of the 
radio ministry, thousands of applica- 
tions for the Bible Correspondence 
Course come annually to the Tokyo Lu- 
theran Hour Office from the estimated 
10,000,000 weekly listeners throughout 
Japan. 

Five students have graduated from 
the Theological Training Program. Nine 
students are now enrolled in the sem- 
inary. Entrance requirements are high: 
Christian young men who Tegister must 
be graduates of a four-year university 
and possess a knowledge of English. 
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These requirements have been estab- 
lished because of the strong emphasis 
on education in Japan and the lack of 
conservative theological literature in 
Japanese. 

The beginnings of a national church 
organization are forming. Representa- 
tives of the churches in each of the 
three mission areas meet regularly. 

The first Godo Kaigi — meeting with 
representatives of all three areas — was 
held in Tokyo last year. The second 
Godo Kaigi will convene this fall. These 
meetings are important steps toward the 
organization of a national church. 

Besides strengthening the members 
on the congregational level, the church 
in Japan is progressing in area or 
regional lay-worker- and _ lay-leader- 
training Bible institutes. 

A three-day Bible conference, three 
youth camps, and a work-camp, con- 
ducted this summer, offered Bible- 
centered fellowship to many members 
in a “retreat” atmosphere. 

In the field of Christian education for 
children, most of the Japanese congre- 
gations conduct Sunday schools; many 
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10 th Birthday of 
JAPAN Mission 


“WHAT JESUS MEANS 

TO ME” 

Mr. Tadokoro speaks in the “Be- 
lievers Meeting.” He promotes 
Christian stewardship in his home 
congregation. With a Master’s de- 
gree in electrical engineering, he is 
a research engineer for the Japan 
Broadcasting Company. 


operate vacation Bible schools; seven 
have kindergartens. There is one ele- 
mentary Lutheran school in Urawa and 
a junior-senior high school in Hanno. 

The Japan Mission also ministers to 
the physical needs of the people through 
its Social Welfare Department and 
through indirect support of an or- 
phanage near Fukushima, as well as 
a T. B. hospital for children at Ajiro. 

For all progress accomplished in 
Japan during the missions’ first decade, 
praise goes to the Lord, who works 
mightily through the Holy Spirit in 
Jesus Christ. 


Stumbling Blocks 


Not only must the church combat the 
deeply ingrained traditions of the old 
religions of Japan — Buddhism and 
Shintoism — but also the influence of 
modern intellectualism and materialism. 

Japan’s old religions have received a 
setback after the war, but are staging 
a comeback. Each year growing num- 
bers of people visit temples and shrines. 
New religions have arisen, some of 
them attempting to combine the “good” 
from all religions, some militantly op- 
posing other religions. 

At the same time, as Buddha is a god 
of Japan, so education or knowledge is 
also a god of Japan. Especially among 
the young people, education is con- 
sidered the key to a full and happy life. 

Making a living is a major problem 
in overpopulated Japan, where a popu- 
lation approximately half that of the 
U.S. lives in an area the size of Cal- 
ifornia. Competition for the best jobs 
and also the best education is keen. 
Getting a university education is con- 
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sidered so important that every spring, 
after entrance examinations, there is a 
wave of suicides among youths who 
have failed. In many quarters of Japan, 
suicide is still regarded the honorable 
way out of a disappointing situation. 

Making a living and working seyen 
days a week to make ends meet and to 
fit into the pattern of Japanese life some- 
times lead Christians away from the 
Lord — especially those who were stu- 
dents when they entered the church. 

Obtaining the luxuries of life or par- 
ticipating in social or recreational ac- 
tivities sometimes becomes more im- 
portant than worship to those who have 
accepted Christ — a problem not un- 
common in America or any other land. 

Even with all their gods the Japa- 
nese are not necessarily religious. To 
most of them religion is a perfunctory 
observance of rituals as the occasion or 
season demands. Primarily these ob- 
servances have some connection with 
death: funerals, the anniversary of the 
death of loved ones, or festivals for wel- 
coming or consoling the spirits of the 
dead. 

Membership at a Shinto shrine or 
Buddhist temple is usually only nomi- 
nal; many Japanese have no scruples 
about belonging to both religions. 
Sometimes this same kind of thinking 
occurs among some Christian church 
members, who continue to take part in 
the old traditional religious observances. 
This is only one of the stumbling blocks 
the devil has placed in Japan to hinder 
the work of the Gospel. He not only 
influences great numbers against accept- 
ing Christ, but he also regains many 
who have once been Christian. For in- 
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“JESUS SAID” 
Pupils use the Concordia Sunday School leaflet. 
Kosaku Nao, the mission’s first Japanese pastor, wr. 
a Sunday School Teachers Q 
Publishing House material. 


children are girls. i 
other sports to Sunday school,” writes Pastor Hass. . 


“BELIEVERS’ MEETING” 


In the Tokyo area, 
congregations gather monthly at the Tokyo Lutheran 
Center to discuss the various challenges and problems 


facing the church. 


representatives from each of the 


Boys seem to prefer baseball 


stance, of the 1,400 persons baptized in 
our mission, only 750 actively partici- 
pate in the church at the present time. 

Family opposition in a culture where 
the individual is expected to be sub- 
servient to the wishes of the family is 
another stumbling block for many Japa- 
nese both before and after they become 
Christian. This is especially evident in 
arranged marriages. 

Although the custom is_ breaking 
down, marriages in Japan, by and large, 
are still arranged by parents. For Chris- 
tian young women, marriage to non- 
Christian husbands poses a_ difficult 
problem. To remain unmarried is con- 
sidered somewhat of a disgrace. To re- 
fuse the marriage, disrupts family unity. 
To go through with it, presents the 


uarterly based on Concon 
“Most of the Sunday schl 


Ry 
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temptation of being led away from the © 


Savior and His church. 

Sometimes personality differences, 
immaturity, and other similar problems 
cause the Japanese to stay away from 
church. 

Sometimes the inability of the new 
missionary to understand the Japanese 
and to think and speak their difficult 
language has been a hindrance to the 
church. 

And yet the Lord has blessed the 
Kingdom work and proved Himself the 
Conqueror. The church grows stronger 
inwardly and outwardly. It is passing 
from childhood through adolescence in- 
to maturity, even as individual members 


of the church grow physically and — 


spiritually. Some of the members, bap- 
tized when they were youths six or 
eight years ago, are emerging as leaders 


in the young church today. The number — 


of Christian homes is gradually in- 
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creasing. And the future, far from 
looking gloomy, is promising and en- 
couraging. 


The Challenge Today 


A new missionary seeing Tokyo ex- 
claimed, “This is cleaner than New 
York City!” Such is the facade of 
Japan today. In many ways it is clean, 
modern, bustling. Economically and 
internationally its “sun” has begun to 
rise again. But spiritually Japan is still 
practically dead. 

Next year marks the 100th anniver- 
sary of the introduction of Protestant 
Christianity to Japan (the Catholic 
Church’s first missionary arrived 400 
years ago), but still fewer than one 
per cent of the Japanese are Christians 
today. | 

Here lies the challenge to the church 
in Japan: almost 90 million people still 
without Christ, although Western and 
Christian influence surrounds them. 
Santa Claus and a commercial Christ- 
mas are almost as well known in Japan 
as in America, but an awakening is 
necessary — an awakening to convince 
people of the reality of sin and the 
meaning of the Savior. That awakening 
can come only through Christ, the 
Resurrection and the Life. By God’s 
grace it will come. 

After 10 years the challenge appears 
more clearly. The conviction that it can 
be met only through the power of the 
Holy Spirit in the Word has become 
ever stronger. On the basis of His 
blessings during the first decade and 
of His clear promises in the Word, our 
church faces the next 10 years with 
full confidence. We plant, but the 
Lord gives the increase. 


SINGING TO THE LORD 


LISTENING TO HIS- WORD 


Mr. Ozawa, who spent several years in the Self-Defense Forces of Japan, teaches a Sunday 
school class. While in Sapporo he was baptized by Pastor Nao. Eager to be a full-time 
servant of the Lord, Mr. Ozawa enrolled in the mission’s Bible school and completed the 
college prerequisites necessary for admission to the Tokyo seminary. As part of his field 
work, he assists Rev. George Shibata in the Azabu Lutheran Congregation, Tokyo. 


TEACHING LAY 
WORKERS 


Rev. Paul Heerboth (at end of 
table) teaches lay leaders at the 
Bible camp. Formerly _ the 
building was a cabaret for the 
Japanese Navy and later used 
by American personnel of the 
Armed Forces before the 
YMCA acquired the property. 
The severe drought Japan 
suffered in June dried up the 
wells at the hostel where the 
Bible camp is usually con- 
ducted. 


BIBLE CAMP 


Japanese children love to sing. Many Lutheran churches in Rev. Kosaku Nao (far left) lectured at the Bible camp, July 18—21. 


Japan are using old field-organs donated by the U.S. Army. 


Mr. Yoshinaga (back row, fourth from left) graduated from the Tokyo 


The organs —some saw nine or ten years’ Army service — seminary this spring. As an evangelist in north Tokyo he and Missionary 


serve well in helping the young Japanese sing unto the Lord. 


Max Zschiegner are working among 1,500,000 people. 


TRAINING AD 


Potential Leaders 


In Synod there are 1,125,000 adults, whose combined 
effort, rather than the work of a few officials, should be 
leading our church forward in the work of the Kingdom. 


FEB. ~ 
HOME 
MISSIONS 


AN THE 
HOME. 


STEWARDSHIP 
Christian Family Life 

Fostering Christian living in the home includes family 
worship, child training, parent education, and marriage 


and family counseling. This work centers in Christian 
Family Week and the spring Every Member Visitation. 
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Developing and Using Talents 


Each congregation has plenty of dedicated people with 
a wide variety of gifts. If the people are to work together, and 
work with efficiency, they need to be asked to work, trained for 
work, and given work to do. 


se 


Bible Institutes 


Many Districts and circuits provide evening schools for 
training lay workers. The adult department of the Board for 
Parish Education serves as a clearinghouse for information, 
promotion, and courses for more than 50 Bible institutes. 
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Adult Education 


Christian adult education helps adult members equip them- 
selves for Christian living and serving. The church’s worship, 
with the Gospel sermon, should be supplemented by a planned 
educational program. 


The Planned Parish Program 


To unify and integrate the educational work of the parish, 
representatives of Synod’s boards and of the men’s, women’s, 
and youth organizations of the church have co-operated in plan- 
ning for the year’s work. Annually all phases of Kingdom work 
receive attention through monthly emphases. 
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Bible Study Comes First 

“The more people work with the Bible,” says Sverre 
Smaaldahl, “the more the Bible works on them, the more 
they want to hear the Word of God, and the more they 
want to work with the Word.” Our church provides Bible- 


study materials for high school youth, for young people, 
and for adults. 


In Your Church 


The Planned Parish Program begins when a planning 
council is organized in the local congregation to integrate 
its educational program. Assistance in implementing the 
program with a promotional filmstrip, manual, and work- 
book is available from CPH at $4.50. 
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DR. GRUMM 


Reports on THE CHURCH IN 


The Brazil District of Synod invited 
Vice-President Arnold H. Grumm and 
Rev. Arthur H. Haake of San Fran- 
cisco, chairman of Synod’s Board for 
Missions in North and South America, 
to help the District establish a program 
for an autonomous church and to con- 
sult with the men on the field. This pro- 
gram will be presented to the Brazil Dis- 
trict convention, January 1959. 

On 35 of the 44 days the two officials 
spent in South America, two or more 
conferences were scheduled daily. Dis- 
trict President Arnoldo W. Schneider 
accompanied the visitors, who returned 
to the States on September 24. 

Synod’s Statistical Yearbook for 1957 
lists only 104 pastors, who serve 467 
congregations in Brazil, 309 preaching 
stations, 9 vacant parishes, 102,833 bap- 
tized members, 57,918 communicants. 

Dr. Grumm gave the following an- 
swers to questions asked by the WIT- 
NESS to present his report to readers: 


Question: What problem looms up- 
permost in the District today? 


Dr. Grumm: The church needs a 
large number of pastors who will face 
the problems of the new day in Brazil 
and who will reach out among all races 
in that country. 

Many pastors serve from 15 to 20 
stations with an average membership 
of 1,000 souls, living in widely scat- 
tered places. Because these men are 
kept so busy in their widespread min- 
istry, they have no time to do intensive 
work in their tremendously large par- 
ish areas. 

In addition to the 45 pastors who also 
teach Lutheran elementary schools, 
there are 39 installed teachers, 81 other 
men, and 70 women teaching 8,422 
pupils in 146 Lutheran day schools. 

Half of the 8,442 children enrolled 
in the day schools are not members of 
our church; these pupils pay tuition. 


What other major problem confronts 
the District? 


The reorganization of the church’s 
educational system in Brazil. 

Located at Porto Alegre are the 
seminary; proseminary, which is a prep- 
aratory school with four years of high 
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Conference mem- 
bers at Porto Ale- 
ere. President A. W. 
Schneider, first row, 
left; Dr. W. Kunst- 
mann, newly elected 
seminary professor, 
standing, seventh 
from Dr. 
Grumm, eighth; 
Pastor Haake, ninth; 
Prof. Otto Goerl, 
extreme right. 


left; 


school and three years of college; and 
the teachers seminary with four years 
of high school and three of college. 

There are 173 students enrolled on 
that crowded campus. This December 
(their academic year begins in Febru- 
ary) six students will graduate as pas- 
tors, six in 1959, 14 in 1960; four 
teachers in 1959, four in 1960. One 
teacher graduates this year. The Dis- 
trict needs double that number of work- 
ers every year for the next decade. 

A committee appointed by President 
Schneider is studying a proposal which 
will be submitted to the Brazil District 
convention. It will recommend that the 
seminary stay in Porto Alegre; that the 
proseminary and teacher-training school 
be moved to Sao Leopoldo; that a sec- 
ond proseminary be erected on the new 
site purchased in Rio de Janeiro, and 
that the location of the teacher-training 
school at Sao Paulo should be given 
further study. 

The Porto Alegre school located on 
eight acres — there is no room for ex- 
pansion — has assigned 8, 10, or 12 
students to each dormitory room. Other 
students sleep in basement quarters; this 
is not healthful. The third-floor addi- 
tion to Mahler Hall still does not pro- 
vide enough room. 

A temporary dormitory could be 
built at Porto Alegre, but would not 
meet the needs for the next 25 years. 
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In three other places, Synod has 
bought land: about 26 acres in Sao 
Leopoldo, 14 in Sao Paulo, 10 in Rio. 

The District committee urged that 
the building at Sao Leopoldo be begun 
at once. 


Who will pay for that construction? 


It was our recommendation that the 
District take a house-to-house offering 
for the District’s building program and 
that the goal be set at eight million 


cruzeiros, about $50,000 at the present 


rate of exchange. 

President Schneider appointed a com- 
mittee to study the recommendation 
and to present it to the next convention. 

If the drive goes into action, it will 
be the first time the District has con- 
tributed a large sum for the educational 
buildings. 


How do the facilities at Porto Alegre 
compare with the synodical schools in 
North America? 


- 


The Mahler Hall addition is good. 


All other training-school buildings are 
so overcrowded that they have the ap- 
pearance of our synodical institutions 
before 1922, when we started to re- 
model them. 

The institutions in Brazil have hot 
and cold running water, but are not 
heated. 


The two rented houses in Rio are 
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gloomy and uninviting, although they 
are In an attractive section of the city. 
Classes are held in what was a living 
room. Living quarters are cramped. 
Because of the overcrowded conditions 
and the housing shortage, the church 
must soon build an educational institu- 
tion on the beautiful new tract of land 
purchased in Rio. 


Does the Brazil District have coedu- 
cation in its teachers seminaries? 


No, girls do not attend these schools. 
However, affiliated with the church are 
two consolidated Lutheran high schools 

-at Santa Rosa and at Linha Brasil. The 
latter is planning to add a three-year 
training program for women teachers 
for church schools. 

Christ Lutheran Church, Porto Ale- 
gre, where Dr. Walter G. Kunstmann 
is pastor, operates Colegio Concordia 

for 753 students. 


Will Brazil be able to train enough 
pastors and teachers for the next gen- 
erations? 


Yes, if we get enough buildings, and 
if the recruitment and reorganization 
program is carried through as it is now 
projected. 


Will the church carry on its own mis- 
sion work? 


Yes. The church is following some 
of its members from Rio Grande do Sul 
to Parana, Santa Catarina, and Mato 
Grosso. The growing cities offer many 
opportunities for mission work. 

- The self-governing church will de- 
velop home missions through its mission 
committee and possibly through an ex- 
ecutive secretary, who will be appointed 
“to carry out the policy for rural and 
urban work as outlined by the board. 


How old is the Brazil District? 


Synod’s work in Brazil began in 1900, 
when Rev. J. C. Broders conducted 
a survey after several Lutheran congre- 
gations in Brazil had asked to affiliate 
with the Missouri Synod. The following 
year Synod sent three candidates to 
minister to German and German-Rus- 
sian colonists in Brazil. The District 
was organized in 1904. 


Is the church in Brazil reaching citi- 
zens of non-German background? 


With World War II came a mandate 
that all instruction in Brazilian schools 
must be in Portuguese. One result is 
that seven parishes conduct services 
only in Portuguese. Services in almost 
half of the 785 congregations and 
preaching stations are bilingual, with 
Portuguese predominating over Ger- 
man. Portuguese is opening a door not 
only to the people born of German 
background, but to people of every race 
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and color. For this reason a new age 
is dawning in our Church in Brazil. 

Industrially and economically the 
country of 63 million is growing by 
leaps and bounds. Mr. R. J. Jespersen, 
a U.S. citizen and Lutheran from Ber- 
keley, Calif., sent to’ Sao Paulo as 
assistant general manager of the Willis 
Overland plant, told us that the com- 
pany’s production of jeeps lags far be- 
hind the demand. 

In Sao Paulo the District conducts 
services for a coterie of Lutheran fam- 
ilies from the States. 


What influence do other church 
groups exert on Brazil? 


The Roman Catholic Church still has 
something of a hold on Brazilians, but 
only 10 per cent go to church. 

The Southern Baptists have 100 con- 
gregations in the beautiful city of Rio. 
This group, which entered Brazil in 
1880, trains its national pastors in a 
seminary at Rio. 

Our District, serving 103,000 bap- 
tized members, has not done too badly 
during the 54 years of its existence, even 
though the growth has come largely 
through the colonists. Now that the 
church has been pushed into using Por- 
tuguese, the outlook for future expan- 
sion increases. 


Is anti-Americanism included in the 
wish for a self-governing church? 


Not at all. Everywhere we went we 
were welcomed by the brethren in their 
own fashion—a hearty handshake, 
coupled with an embrace. Everyone 
was courteous and gracious. 


Are Brazil Lutherans interested in the 
ecumenical movement? 


Not much. They are too much taken 
up with the tasks of their own church. 
Pastor Haake and I visited colleges of 
other Lutheran bodies and invited their 
professors and ours to discuss a joint 
publication in Portuguese of the For- 
mula of Concord. 


Is our North American concept of 
stewardship practiced by Brazilians? 


Realizing the opportunities of the 
church’s further outreach in Brazil, Pas- 
tor Haake and I urged 39 District lead- 
ers to activate a thorough stewardship 
program in every congregation, to pre- 
sent intensive indoctrination among the 
members, and to conduct every-member 
visitations. The leaders welcomed these 
suggestions and immediately took steps 
to carry out the program. 


Does the church in Brazil have an 
evangelism program? 


At all conferences Pastor Haake led 
the discussion of the evangelism mis- 
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sion. He outlined a definite plan for the 
participation of every Brazilian Lu- 
theran congregation in evangelism. The 
program would be most helpful to the 
church in South America. 


What influence does The Lutheran 
Hour have in Brazil? 


Under the farsightedness of Dr. Ro- 
dolfo Hasse, former District President 
and now in charge of the Portuguese 
Lutheran Hour, the work of the church 
has made great strides forward in the 
cause of Christ. 


What administration 
you suggest for Brazil? 


We suggested the self-governing 
church be headed by one executive 
board supervising all planning and con- 
trol and that the board be divided into 
four groups: (1) missions and church 
extension, (2) higher education, 
(3) complete parish program, and 
(4) finances. 


procedure did 


Salaries of South American workers 
have been pathetically low. Does their 
salary today provide a “decent” wage? 


Pastor Haake and I met with half 
the pastors in both Districts (when the 
Argentine District officials heard we 
were coming to South America, they 
invited us to visit them), and we rec- 
ommended: 


(1) Salaries be brought up to at 
least a minimum figure. Upon the sug- 
gestion of leaders in the Argentine, such 
a minimum figure was set. Brazil was 
to establish a similar figure. 

(2) All agreed that the question of 
salary must be taken to every congre- 
gation, if possible through an every- 
member canvass, then to the District 
Mission Board for subsidy if necessary, 
and then only to the home church in 
North America. 


What accounts for the low figure in 
the 1957 “Statistical Yearbook” of an- 
nual attendance at Communion of 1.31 
times per member in Brazil? 


The territorial and numerical bur- 
dens on the pastors, permitting them to 
serve an overly large number of places 
only once or twice a month, prevent the 
members from partaking frequently of 
the Lord’s Supper. 


Only 286 adults were confirmed or 
baptized in Brazil last year; the gain 
from without was 1,684. Does this fig- 
ure indicate a transfer of lethargy from 
the European state church? 


More should have been confirmed, 
but the church is reaching out among 
the people. It can and will develop 
a sound evangelism program. 


(Continued on page 18) 
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Proverbs 


Roast Your Game! 


Proverbs 12:27: “The slothful man 
roasteth not that which he took in hunt- 
ing; but the substance of a diligent man 
is precious.” 


Too much of the spirit of our time 
can be expressed in such catchwords 
as, “a fast dollar,’ “an easy touch,” 
and “getting by.” The idea of many 
people is to follow the line of least re- 
sistance, to get through life with a min- 
imum of effort, to expect the greatest 
possible returns for the least possible 
amount of work. We cannot escape 
the conclusion that recent developments 
in our political and economic life have 
engendered in many people a maximum 
concern for security with a minimum 
concern for individual initiative. 


This attitude is nothing new. The 
writer of Proverbs encountered it and 
described it in the picturesque language 
of our text. Some hunters, he declares, 
are too lazy even to roast the game 
which they have caught. They either 
expect someone else to roast it for 
them, or they will eat it raw. 


Slothfulness is an expression and an 
outgrowth of the sinful weakness which 
has afflicted mankind ever since the 
Fall. Slothfulness frustrates the very 
purpose of God in giving us life — the 
_life which is to be used in His service 
and for the benefit of our fellow men. 


Men are only too prone to act on 
the assumption that “the world owes 
them a living.” What they forget is 
that they owe God a life. 


The advice of the sacred writer, 
therefore, is “Roast your game!” In 
other words: “Do your own work; do it 
well; keep on doing it as long as God 
gives you strength!” 


This is just another way of express- 
ing the Christian concept of vocation. 
God gives every man a task to perform, 
a role to fulfill, a service to render in 
life. Not just a chosen few, but all 
men have this calling from God. And 
in fulfilling this God-given task, each 
of us must “roast his game.” 


The result, says our text, will be that 
_ “the substance of a diligent man is 
_ precious” (or: “the diligent man will 
get precious wealth” — RSV). Faith- 
fulness in our calling, diligence in 
our work, will have its own reward: 
a happy, productive, God-directed life. 


THOMAS COATES 
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Christian Hymns 


The First Lutheran Hymn 


“Luther did as much for the Refor- 
mation by his hymns as by his transla- 
tion of the Bible,” said the English poet 
Samuel Taylor Coleridge. During the 
coming season Protestant Christendom 
will again be singing the Reformer’s 
battle cry “A Mighty Fortress.” He had 
already set the example for evangelical 
hymnody when at the age of 40 he com- 
posed his first congregational hymn: 
“Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice” 
(£.-H.,. 387). Atuis ones ofr thes great 
confessional hymns of the Lutheran 
Church. In a mood of serious joy, 
springing from his new faith, the poet 
summarizes the whole plan of God’s 
salvation for lost mankind. 


I. God’s Compassion (1—4) 


1. Call to Rejoice: Reason 


Dear Christians, one and all, rejoice, 

With exultation springing, 

And, with united heart and voice 

And holy rapture singing, 

Proclaim the wonders God hath done, 
How His right arm the victory won; 

Right dearly it hath cost Him. 


2. The Poet's Need 


Fast bound in Satan’s chains I lay, 
Death brooded darkly o’er me, 

Sin was my torment night and day, 
In sin my mother bore me; 

Yea, deep and deeper still I fell, 
Life had become a living hell, 

So firmly sin possessed me. 


3. Vain Attempt to Free Himself 


My own good works availed me naught, 
No merit they attaining; 

Free will against God’s judgment fought, 
Dead to all good remaining. 

My fears increased till sheer despair 

Left naught but death to be my share; 
The pangs of hell I suffered. 


4. God’s Decree of Redemption 
But God beheld my wretched state 
Before the world’s foundation, 
And, mindful of His mercies great, 
He planned my soul’s salvation. 
A father’s heart He turned to me, 
Sought my redemption fervently: 
He gave His dearest Treasure. 


II. God’s Method (5—9) 


5. The Father’s Directive to the Son 
He spoke to His beloved Son: 
“°Tis time to have compassion. 
Then go, bright Jewel of My crown, 
And bring to man salvation; 
From sin and sorrow set him free, 
Slay bitter death for him that he 
May live with Thee forever.” 


6. The Incarnation (Christmas) 


The Son obeyed His Father’s will, 
Was born of virgin mother, 
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And God’s good pleasure to fulfill, 
He came to be my Brother. 

No garb of pomp or power He wore, 
A servant’s form, like mine, He bore, 
To lead the devil captive. 


7. Promise of Success and Comfort 


To me He spake: “Hold fast to Me, 
I am thy Rock and Castle; 

Thy Ransom I Myself will be, 

For thee I strive and wrestle; 

For I am with thee, I am thine, 
And evermore thou shalt be Mine; 
The Foe shall not divide us.” 


8. Suffering, Death, Resurrection 
(Easter) 


“The Foe shall shed My precious blood, 
Me of My life bereaving. 
All this I suffer for thy good; 
Be steadfast and believing. 
Life shall from death the victory win, 
My innocence shall bear thy sin; 
So art thou blest forever.” 
9. Ascension and Pentecost 


“Now to My Father I depart, 

The Holy Spirit sending 

And, heavenly wisdom to impart, 
My help to thee extending. 

He shall in trouble comfort thee, 
Teach thee to know and follow Me, 
And in all truth shall guide thee.” 


III. The Son’s Twofold Admonition (10) 

10. Spread the Gospel 

Preserve My Word 
“What I have done and taught, teach thou, 
My ways forsake thou never; 
So shall My kingdom flourish now 
And God be praised forever. 
Take heed lest men with base alloy 
The heavenly treasure should destroy; 
This counsel I bequeath thee.” 

What childlike, simple faith vibrates 
in this hymn, and yet what rugged 
strength! Although the wonderful 
works of God for the redemption of 
the human race are set forth with Scrip- 
tural authority, the intense personal ex- 
perience of the poet gives the hymn 
a spiritual warmth which finds respons 
in the believer’s heart. 

The old God of wrath and anger had 
become for Luther the loving Father of 
grace and mercy. His new God-given 
spiritual freedom brought forth a spon-— 
taneous outburst of song. “My heart 
for very joy doth leap,” he wrote, “My 
lips no more can silence keep.” 

Luther is said to have heard the 
buoyant tune from a wandering crafts- 
man. Its swift upward movement ad- 
mirably supports the spirit of the text. 

How appropriate if every Lutheran 
church, at least once a year, would sing 
this first Lutheran hymn! L. B.# 
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ez 


What's the 


ANSWER ?] 


@ “Recovery” prayer — for the incurably ill? 


@ Bread and wine —remain body and blood? 


® Children — sinful from birth? 


® “Communion of saints” — meaning? 


Question: Is it proper to pray 
for the recovery of a person 


who is sick with an incur- 


able disease? 


Answer: Is there a disease that is in- 
curable for the Almighty? “With God 
nothing shall be impossible.” (Luke 
37) 

Furthermore, Holy Writ records in- 
stances of such prayers. The “incur- 
able” leper asked for help (Mark 
1:40). The hopelessly hemorrhaging 
Woman received a prompt answer to 
her wordless prayer (Mark 5:28). Blind 
Bartimaeus at Jericho’s gate did not 
plead for help in vain (Mark 10:46). 
All of these, and many others, experi- 
enced cures where according to human 
_ opinion recovery was out of the ques- 
tion. 

Has the Almighty’s arm lost its 
strength? Has His strength waned so 
that the impossible is no longer possible 
for Him? Not at all. He is the same 
yesterday, today, forever. 

It is still very much in order to pray 
with all confidence: “Lord, if Thou 
wilt, Thou canst make me well. For 
Thee it is never too late.” Many pas- 
tors, including the present writer, can 
testify to marvelous recoveries after all 
hope had been abandoned. Only let us 
_not presume to prescribe to God the 
time and manner of helping. Never 
omit the humble words: “Thy will be 


done.” 
munion is celebrated in the 

= church and the bread and 
the wine have been blessed, how long 
do they remain the body and the 
blood of Christ? 


Answer: The Formula of Concord 
makes this comment, which could serve 


as the answer to your question: 
“This blessing, or the recitation of the 


Question: When Holy Com- 
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words of Christ alone, does not make a 
sacrament, if the entire action of the Sup- 
per, as it was instituted by Christ, is not 
observed (as when the consecrated bread 
is not distributed, received, and partaken 
of ...), but the command of Christ ‘This 
do’ (which embraces the entire action or 
administration in this Sacrament, that in 
an assembly of Christians bread and wine 
are taken, consecrated, distributed, re- 
ceived, eaten, drunk, and the Lord’s death 
is shown forth at the same time) must be 
observed unseparated and inviolate, as 
also St. Paul places before our eyes the 
entire action of the breaking of the bread 
or of distribution and reception, 1 Cor. 
10:16.” (Triglot, p. 1001) 

Thus we may properly say that the 
body and blood of Christ are distrib- 
uted in, with, and under the bread and 
wine, while the celebration of the Sac- 
rament is in progress and the commu- 
nicants receive the sacred elements. 
What remains on the altar after the dis- 
tribution is not the body and blood 
of Christ, but only bread and wine. 


Answer: It does not mean, as your 
friend seems to think, that there was 
something immoral about our birth. 
Not a few children are born out of 
wedlock, but that is not the psalmist 
David’s meaning when he writes: “In 
sin did my mother conceive me” (Ps. 
51:5). Conception and birth are part 
of God’s creative order and would have 
remained holy and immaculate if Adam 
and Eve had not listened to the voice 
of the Tempter. (Gen. 3:1-15) 

When we say that we have been con- 
ceived and born in sin, we mean two 
things: (1) When we were born, we 
had resting upon us the guilt which 
descended upon our first parents when 
they fell into sin. We are children of 
wrath by nature (Eph. 2:3). Our first 
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Question: What do we mean 
when we speak of children 
being “conceived in sin”? 


parents’ guilt is transmitted to all their 


descendants through natural birth 
(Rom. 5:18, 19). (2) When we were 
born, our nature was contaminated and 
corrupted, so that we are inclined to- 
ward all that is evil and seek to ful- 
fill the lusts of the flesh. (John 3:6; 
Rom. 7:18-20; 8:7) 

In other words, we do not first be- 
come sinners when we grow up, but we 
are sinful and unclean from our first 
breath and must be born again before 
we can be saved (John 3:3). God in 
His grace provided a way to be 
cleansed, namely, by water and the 


Spirit. (John 3:6) 
ing of the term “the com- 
“= munion of saints” i 


in the 
Third Article? 


Answer: Martin Luther has a fine an- 
swer for you in his Large Catechism: 
“I believe that there is upon earth a lit- 
tle holy group and congregation of pure 
saints, under one Head, even Christ, 
called together by the Holy Ghost in 
one faith, one mind and understanding, 
with manifold gifts, yet agreeing in 
love, without sects or schisms. I am 
also a part and member of the same, 
a sharer and joint owner of all the 
goods it possesses, brought to it and 
incorporated into it by the Holy Ghost, 
by having heard and continuing to hear 
the Word of God, which is the begin- 
ning of entering it... . We further be- 
lieve that in this Christian Church we 
have forgiveness of sins, which is 
wrought through the holy Sacraments 
and Absolution, moreover through all 
manner of consolatory promises of the 
Gospel. .. . But outside of this Chris- 
tian Church, where the Gospel is not, 
there is no forgiveness, as also there 
can be no holiness.” (Concordia Trig- 
lot, pp. 689—693) O. E. SOHN 
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Question: What is the mean- 


Why Support 
An Indigenous Church 


“This is a dilemma if ever I saw one,” 
said Jack Berry, talking to some of 
“the boys” before the voters’ meeting. 
“I don’t know whether to give or not 
to give to missions any more.” 

“What do you mean?” asked Henry 
Smart. “Didn’t you read the recent is- 
sue of the WITNEss which showed how 
much our mission work needs to be 
strengthened?” 

“Yes,” replied Jack, “But now they’re 
talking about an indigenous church. It’s 
supposed to be self-supporting. The idea 
is that our churches in foreign coun- 
tries are expected to stand on their own 
feet. I don’t know whether we are 
supposed to support them or not.” 

“Why don’t we ask the pastor?” sug- 
gested one of the others. 

Jack hurriedly called the pastor over 
to the group and stated the problem. 
“It’s not an easy question to answer in 
a few sentences,” the pastor replied. 

“Our missions are like little children. 
At first, parents pay all the expenses of 
a little child. As he grows up, they give 
him an allowance. Later on in life, 
when he has a job, he supports himself. 

“It’s much like that with missions. 
When they begin, they need support. 
As soon as possible we want them to 
become self-supporting. This doesn’t 
mean that we no longer contribute to 
missions because we’re always starting 
some missions somewhere. As our 
church body grows, our mission re- 
sponsibility increases.” 

“Does an indigenous church deter- 
mine its own policies?” asked Jack. 

“Exactly,” replied the pastor. “The 
church will be more interested in its 
work if it has a voice in selecting its 
leaders and planning its program.” 

“Isn’t there some danger of a foreign 
mission preaching false doctrine if it 
has that much freedom?” asked Henry. 

“For that we must trust the Holy 
Spirit, our literature, and the careful 
training we have given to national pas- 
tors and teachers,” the minister said. 
“We will probably always continue to 
have some American pastors in each of 
our foreign missions to supply some of 
the leadership, but we believe it is God- 
pleasing and psychologically right for 
the missions to support and direct their 
own church as soon as they are able to 
do so.” 

“What about all these extra projects 
that my wife is talking about?” asked 
Jack. “She says that her guild went 
through the Mission Projects Catalog 
at the last meeting and decided to give 
a filmstrip projector to one of our mis- 
sionaries. What about that?” 
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“Most people like to know what they 
are getting for their money,” the pastor 
replied. “We know that missionaries’ 
salaries and traveling expenses have to 
be paid. The budget covers these items, 
but there are some mechanical aids 
which we want to provide for the mis- 
sionaries. If a Sunday school or other 
organizations want to make a special 
gift, they are welcome to do so. They 
may even pay a portion of the mission- 
ary’s salary through the Foreign Mis- 
sion Board.” 

A considerable number of men had 
gathered by this time. They were lis- 
tening eagerly. Jack looked at his 
watch. 

“It’s time for the meeting to begin,” 
he said. “I guess no matter how we look 
at it, missions will always need all we 
can give them.” 

“Just as we all need each other in the 
Christian church,” said the pastor. 

The chairman was pounding the gavel 
to call the meeting to order. As it be- 
gan, I wondered how indigenous any 
of us ever becomes. 


ELMER A. KETTNER 


Four FRIENDS 


(Continued from page 2) 


Get Both Sides. Develop an objec- 
tive interest by hearing and reading 
both sides. If you read a newspaper 
which editorially backs one party or 
candidate, you should also read a paper 
supporting the opposition. 

Studying both sides ought to be 
emphasized much more than it is, be- 
cause, it seems, the greatest danger to 
a democracy, next to the indifference of 
its people, is political bias. 

Many people refuse to listen to the 
other side. Unless people make the 
effort to hear both sides, the party or 
candidates with the most TV and radio 
time, or the most newspaper and maga- 
zine support, is apt to come to power. 


Candidate’s Religion. A question 
often asked by church members is: 
Should a voter take a candidate’s re- 
ligious affiliation into account? 

On this matter we agree with the 
statement by O. E. Sohn in the August 
26, 1958, issue of the LUTHERAN WiIt- 
NESS. Professor Sohn writes: “A candi- 
date’s religious affiliation should not 
come into consideration in a political 
election unless he owes allegiance to a 
foreign power or shows undue favor to 
his own church over against other 
churches. . . . Even the most conse- 
crated Christian could be an inept ad- 
ministrator and executive. . .. All 
things being equal, common sense 
would dictate that we vote for the best- 
qualified candidate.” 
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Be Smart When You Vote. Once a} 
Christian is interested in politics, his 5 
actual participation will follow natu-- 
rally. He will vote. And he will try to) 
vote intelligently by not being unduly : 
influenced by a candidate’s personality, , 
his good looks, or the way his voice } 
sounds, but by his platform, how well | 
equipped he is for the office, and what | 
his party stands for. 


You and I run the government of the : 
United States. We do it through our ' 
duly elected representatives. In a sense, 
on November 4 of this year —if we | 
use our vote —you and I will be a 
senator, or the governor of our state, 
or the mayor of our city. A democratic 
nation as a rule gets exactly the kind of 
government it deserves — no better or 
no worse than the majority of its 
citizens make it through their votes. 


BRAZIL 


(Continued from page 15) 


Brazil has a high rate of illiteracy. In 
Espirito Santo 50 per cent of the citi- 
zens are illiterate; whole families can- 
not read or write. It is difficult to 
indoctrinate illiterate parents and chil- 
dren. The church is working hard to 
establish parochial schools in every con- 
gregation. 


Have the men’s and women’s agen- 
cies organized in the District? 


At the request of women’s organiza- 
tions, I spoke three times on the church 
in India. I also explained how the 
LWML’s mite-box offering helped build 
chapels throughout the world, and how 
the women of Brazil could contribute to 
a chapel in their own land. One group 
of women immediately took an offering. 

Laymen have had comparatively lit- 
tle participation in church work. Their 
interest in the evangelism and steward- 
ship discussions at our conferences — 
and we urged that all possible lay mem- 
bers be used in this program — sur- 
prised some of the pastors. 


How did the standards of living im- 
press you? 


The people get enough to eat, but 
their clothing and their homes fall short 
of the North American average. About 
75% of the District is rural. Business 
people, a sprinkling of professional 
people, and laborers make up the re- 
mainder. Few families own autos. 

We met 13 Lutheran students from 
the University of Porto Alegre, where 
Rev. Don Schueler is the campus pas- 
tor. One of the Lutheran students, a 
Negro, is studying law. (German fore- 
fathers in Brazil owned slaves.) One 
girl is majoring in economics, another 
in medicine. 
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Brazil’s 63,000,000 people promise 
a field with a future just as wonderful 
and full of prospects as the church in 
North America faces. 


What were your impressions of Ar- 
gentina? j 


Rev. Samuel H. Beckmann, Mission 
Secretary for the Argentine District, 
has initiated the evangelism program. 

Synod’s seminary in Buenos Aires 
could become the training center for our 
whole Spanish-speaking work. The well- 
constructed buildings are beautifully 
located in the cosmopolitan city. 

The Argentine District is thinking of 
re-opening Lutheran parochial schools 
by having in residence, on Lutheran 
campuses, teacher-training-students who 
- will attend state colleges. The govern- 
ment insists on state-trained teachers. 

The District is planning to establish 
a Spanish Lutheran church in one area 
of Buenos Aires where there are 60 Lu- 
theran families. The mission would 
serve all people in the area. 


Will Synod station a counselor in 
South America? 


Several conferences in Brazil and Ar- 
gentina urged Synod to station a North 
American resident counselor in South 
America. The field in these two Dis- 
tricts is too large to add to Rev. Robert 
F. Gussick’s duties as resident counselor 
for Central America. 
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The following poem was written by 
Wilma McNally, a member of Trinity, 
Schenectady, N.Y., in response to a ser- 
mon preached by her pastor, Rev. Daniel 
Fiehler, on Reformation Sunday a few 
years ago. The theme of the sermon was 
“Advance!” 


ADVANCE! 


Blow now the trumpet, lift the banner 
high, 

Gird on God’s armor and the Spirit’s 
sword; 

Join the crusade which long ago began 

When Andrew brought his brother to the 
Lord. 


Now must we also, who have found the 
Christ, ; 
Bring Him our brothers of each clime and 


race, 

For how shall they believe who have not 
heard? 

So let us work ere night comes on apace. 


For many men are dying in their sins, 
Because they have not heard the Gospel 
call; 


Then let us haste to spread the Word of 


im 
Who gave Himself a Ransom for us all. 


Forward for Christ! Be this our battle cry. 
Onward with Christ! Extend the battle 
line, 
Gather for Christ the nations of the earth, 
Lift high His Cross, and conquer in His 
sign. 
Tune, The Lutheran Hymnal, 47 
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Members of Synod are welcome to speak on subjects of their choice — synodical 


policies, practices, customs, issues of the day, and so forth. 


Opinions expressed in 


Pro and Con are not to be regarded as those of the WITNEss or of Synod. The Editors 
reserve the right to reject, print in full, or omit matters not pertinent. The debates will 


be terminated at the discretion of the Editors. 


Trend Toward Rome? 
Appearance Matters 


Mrs. Marie Muller’s comments re- 
garding the Roman Catholic “trend” 
deserve consideration. Appearance 
matters. If a woman walks down the 
street in the garb of a Roman Catholic 
nun, those who see her are justified in 
assuming that she is one. If clerical 
habit and church custom resemble those 
of the Roman priest and his church, it 
is logical to assume that the resem- 
blance may be more than skin-deep. 

It is true that a tendency in this 
direction cannot be proved wrong. But 
there is another criterion: Is it wise? 
Should we ask ourselves in what area 
most of our mission prospects lie and 
from what sources most of our con- 
verts come? If we gain chiefly from 
Roman Catholic sources, it is wise to 
look and act like the Roman Church; 
if our growth is largely from non-Cath- 
olics. we are seriously handicapping 
our mission endeavors by adopting the 
trappings of Roman Catholicism. 

Luther had no objection to some of 
them and used them. In his day and 
country, however, growth for the 
church of the Reformation had to come 
largely from Roman Catholics. 

Also to be remembered is the fact 
that when rite and ritual are over- 
emphasized, they may easily become 
rote. 

(Mrs. Wm. H.) EpiTH Backs 

Nashville, Ill. 


Not “Popery” 


Such practices as the sign of the 
cross, kissing of stoles, and, I might 
add, Eucharistic vestments, genuflec- 
tions, and the like, were retained by 
the Lutheran Church for many years 
after the Reformation until they suc- 
cumbed to the influence of the Calvin- 
ists and other such Protestants. Now 
that some of our clergy are trying to 
restore these customs, and many lay- 
men advocate their restoration, the 
majority of Lutherans do not know that 
these are perfectly good customs of our 
own church and the primitive church. 

Such things as these are “‘adiaphora,” 
but they are also an invaluable symbol 
of the antiquity, historic continuity, and 
the thorough catholicity of the Church 
of the Augsburg Confession. They 
identify us as a catholic communion, 
rather than a Protestant sect. These 
customs are not “popery” and are used 
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by the Eastern Orthodox, who regard 
the Bishop of Rome as the “Chief of 
All Heretics and Schismatics.” 


CHARLES MCCLEAN 
Baltimore, Md. 


“Mission Outreach” and TV 


In “More Effective Mission Out- 
reach” (October 7, 1958) Rev. Rich- 
ard Koenig suggested: “Eliminate syn- 
odical support of ‘This Is the Life.’ 
The program is excellent, but its mes- 
Sage is basic enough to enjoy the sup- 
port of more denominations than our 
own.” 


In reply to the proposal the Lutheran 
TV Productions Committee submits 
the following letter by George L. Arms. 
A pioneer in educational television, 
having started the first educational tele- 
vision station in the country (at KUHT, 
Houston), Mr. Arms is Operations 
Manager of KETC, St. Louis. 


MELVIN F. SCHLAKE 
St. Louis, Mo. 


Mr. Melvin F. Schlake 
Executive Secretary 
“This Is the Life” 

210 N. Broadway 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 


Dear Mr. Schlake: 


I have frequently had occasion to notice 
the similarity of objectives between our 
efforts in educational television and those 
symptomized by “This Is the Life.” 


“This Is the Life” represents a significant 
missionary venture. You are greatly to be 
congratulated for sustaining this series. 


Further, I think you are greatly to be 
congratulated for having the courage to 
do this several years ago when nobody 
realized the great potentialities of tele- 
vision for the church. As far as I know, 
your program remains the only religious 
series which consistently attracts the large 
audience. 


It may be that as time goes on, some 
of your people will wonder about the cost 
of continuously sustaining such a series. 
May I take the liberty of observing that 
the prestige, the impact, and the corollary 
associations of the “This Is the Life” series 
can never be achieved again because the 
circumstances in the industry which al- 
lowed the great utilization of the program 
in its early days cannot now be duplicated. 

As a missionary endeavor “This Is the 
Life” is a solidly successful experiment in 
a new kind of mission. I only hope that 
we, in other areas of television, can be as 
successful. Sincerely, 

GEORGE L. ARMS 
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THE FAMILY COUNCIL 


Teaching Children the Significance of Work 


We parents learned to work by work- 
ing. Many of us milked cows, weeded 
the garden, helped Mother in the house, 
or made deliveries for Dad. We were 
rewarded by a sense of achievement 
and the satisfaction of working with 
grownups. Mindful of Christ’s love for 
us, we began to look upon work as an 
opportunity to express our love for 
others. We began to understand the 
Christian significance of work. 

When we try to provide similar work 
experiences for our children, we en- 
counter some problems. Few fathers 
own their establishments. Modern aids 
shorten the time of housework. Most 
of us can’t keep chickens or cows; 
some of us don’t even have room for 
a garden. There is a limit to the num- 
ber of paper carriers needed and of 
lawns to be mowed. 

None of us will defend child-labor 
practices which deprived children of 
health and schooling. Children must be 
protected against those who would use 
them for their own means. Yet some- 
thing educational is lost when work is 
pushed out of a child’s life. 

Work is part of God’s plan for us, 
Gen, 33193, Eccl” 9:107 “Eph 4:28; 
2 Thess. 3:12. Even before the Fall, 
God gave Adam work to do, Gen. 2:15. 


What are modern equivalents of the 
jobs which taught us and our parents 
the Christian meaning of work? There 
are significant opportunities in the 
home, school, community, and church. 

Children can perform tasks in the 
home, even though it is run by up-to- 
date methods. The love of children can 
be helpful for running errands, setting 
the table, emptying baskets, picking up 
toys, and caring for their own rooms. 
Show the children you appreciate their 
expressions of love. Approval is im- 
portant. Interest dwindles if children 
see they are merely tolerated. It takes 
a patient mother and father to hold up 
under the eager “help” of young chil- 
dren. Show them they are helping in 
love because God loves them. This is 
the Christian way. 

As children grow, so do the oppor- 
tunities for worthwhile work. Six- to 
12-year-old boys and girls are capable 
of assuming responsibility for family- 
centered jobs. To build positive Chris- 
tian attitudes toward work, parents will 
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try to be patient with their children’s 
crude efforts, yet give them a chance to 
be creative. Your daughter can wash 
the dishes; she can also cook. She can 
clear the table; she can also arrange the 
centerpiece. Your son can hand you 
the nails; he can also hammer. 


The adolescent youth is_ better 
equipped for job opportunities out- 
side the home if he has home-centered 
experiences. Besides looking after his 
room and clothing, he can keep finan- 
cial records, paint and redecorate, care 
for the yard and the car. 

A varied work experience may lay 
the foundation for an intelligent choice 
of vocation; it may be more helpful 
than the aptitude tests and vocational 
guidance offered by schools. 

Schools are also introducing children 
to work. Pupils in elementary schools 
learn about community workers, about 
the farmer and the food he grows. 
They ride on buses, subways, and trains. 
Study and observation are supplemented 
by actual work experiences: The chil- 
dren water plants, feed fish, serve as 
patrol boys and library helpers. Work- 
ing through the Junior Red Cross, they 
make favors for hospitalized children. 

Your child will find opportunities for 
work in your church. He can help fold 
bulletins and letters and assist with 
mailings. Ushers are needed. Baby 
sitters are a lift for the PTL members. 
Pastors and teachers always welcome 
such assistance. 


A strong influence for teaching a 
Christian view of work is the parents’ 
own attitude toward work. Parents who 
complain about “all the work around 
here” or use work as a punishment for 
misdeeds nurture the idea that work is 
drudgery and encourage grumbling. 

When we ourselves see the dignity 
and worth of work — the expression of 
love in our life in Christ—we will be 
able to help our children develop a con- 
structive attitude toward work. 


(Mrs. Frank H.) GLapys CoLBA 


Norte: “The Family Council” is pre- 
pared by Synod's Family Life Commit- 


tee, which welcomes suggestions for 


subjects to be treated in future articles, 
Write: The Family Life Committee, 
210 N. Broadway, St. Louis 2, Mo. 


(500) 


District Conventions 


Manitoba and Saskatchewan 


June 23—27, Fort Qu’Appelle, Sask. 


The 25th convention brought 35 pastors ; 
and 43 lay delegates to Lutherland, a par- | 
cel of land given by the late Prof. John 
E. Herzer for a young people’s camp. 

Despite the handicap of vacancies, most | 
of the 53 stations in 23 subsidized mission 
parishes reported gains. 

Since Rev. Philip Frey had advanced to | 
the office of First Vice-President, the dele- 
gates elected Rev. Karl Krahenbil of Mid- 
dle Lake, Sask., Second Vice-President. 

The convention adopted a memorial rec- 
ommending a Districtwide subscription for 
the LUTHERAN WITNESS and a _ District 
edition. F. A. MILLER 


Iowa East 


August 11—14, Waterloo, lowa 


“We are in the last hours of the world,” 
President Walter Oetting said in his open- 
ing address. “In this convention we will 
be encouraged to be witnesses to our 
Savior.” 

In his essay on Evangelism, Rev. O. A. 
Wacech called attention to the 30,000 souls 
who last year “disappeared” from the 
Missouri Synod. (This number exceeds 
the total of the District’s communicant 
members.) “We should live in the ‘Book 
of Acts,’ not in the ‘Book of Numbers,’ ” 
he stated. 

Adopted resolutions called for increased 
lay participation in the church’s work, an 
executive secretary to assist the Board of 
Directors, and a central District office. 


GEORGE H. FEHL 


Southern Nebraska 


August 11—14, Seward, Nebr. 


Blessings and progress were noted in 27 
subsidized congregations. Forty-six Chris- 
tian day schools enroll 2,425 pupils. 

A thorough study will be made of con- 
gregations whose present location and 
condition make consolidation desirable. 
Congregations considering such a move 
will receive assistance. 

The District’s debt limit was raised from_ 
$500,000 to $1,100,000. 

Other resolutions bore out President 
H. F. Krohn’s assertion: The church must 
be more concerned about “rising to its 
opportunities” than “meeting its obstacles.” 

Presenting “The Lodge Problem as It 
Confronts Our Church,” Rev. Theo. Nickel 
emphasized that “we are not so much | 
against the lodge as we are for Christ.” 


EDWIN SUELFLOW 
Michigan 
August 17—21, Kalamazoo, Mich. 


More than 700 delegates and guests were 
conducted through ten business-filled ses- - 
sions by President W. Harry Krieger; con- 
sidered budget request of each Board; 
witnessed the installation of Rev. Calvin 
Fiege as District Stewardship Counselor; 
voted to conduct a Districtwide PTR in 
November 1959; petitioned Synod to es- 
tablish a junior college in southeastern 
Michigan; invited the 1962 synodical con- 
vention to Detroit, where a World’s Fair 
is being planned for that year; honored 
four members upon completion of 50 or 
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more eee of service: Dr. F. A. Hertwig, 
Rey. J. George Nuechterlein, Dr. John A. 
Klein, and Teacher Hugo Burger; returned 
to -259 congregations, better informed 
about the church’s business and inspired 
to muster fellow members for the work of 
the Lord. THEODORe A. DANIEL 


North Wisconsin 


August 1S—21, Stevens Point, Wis. 


“The church is first with God; it ought 
to be first with us. The way to God has 
never been so hard because it is so easy. 
God’s work, done in God’s way, will not 
lack God’s supply.” Through these and 
similar statements Dr. Carl W. Berner 
‘offered “Spiritual Power for Your Con- 
-gregation.” 

The District grants financial aid to 32 
congregations in 16 parishes. Several 
amalgamations have conserved manpower 
and extended services to other areas. 


The convention authorized establishment 
of a District Commission on Fraternal 
Organizations and a District Committee 
for Social Welfare. 


F. PauL WESTMEYER 


Northern Nebraska 


August 19—21, Seward, Nebr. 


Presiding at his first convention, Rev. 
Frederick Niedner, Jr., reminded 108 pas- 
tors, 30 teachers, and 89 lay delegates 
that “our task is both simple and complex: 
simple, because we know exactly what we 
want to do; complex, because we are deal- 
ing with people.” 

Northern Nebraska subsidizes 28 con- 
gregations and four institutional mission- 
aries, and shares equally with Southern 
Nebraska in the support of student pastors 
at the University of Nebraska and the 
University of Wyoming. 

Three Bible institutes were conducted 
last winter; a fourth is planned this fall. 
The District has 32 Christian day schools. 


E. J. BERNTHAL 
Kansas 


August 18S—21, Wichita, Kans. 


- Three congregations, three pastors, and 
six teachers were received into Synod and 
the Kansas District at its first “hotel” con- 
vention, which produced a record at- 
tendance. 

Prof. O. E. Sohn’s essay on “Divorce 
and Remarriage in the Light of Holy 
Scripture” was considered so concise and 
complete that it was decided to have his 
manuscript duplicated. 


The delegates encouraged congregations 
to adopt a “Budget of Souls” (a greater 
goal for evangelism efforts), established 
a District Commission on Fraternal Or- 
ders, and memorialized Synod to make 
St. John’s College, Winfield, a four-year 
college. C. C. NIEMAN 


Minnesota 


August 18—22, St. Paul, Minn. 


Marking the 100th anniversary of the 
State of Minnesota, convention delegates 
heard Gov. Orville Freeman read from 
the Epistle of James passages which em- 
phasize that Christians are “doers of the 
Word.” 

In a panel report on Christian Educa- 
tion, Counselor Raymond Maag pleaded 
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with delegates to the 1959 synodical con- 
vention to request a third college year at 
Concordia College, St. Paul. The District 
pledged $100,000 toward the cost of a 
new dormitory at the St. Paul school. 


The Park Region Conference won en- 
dorsement of an overture asking Synod 
for formation of a new synodical district 
in northern Minnesota. 


EDMUND A. BENTRUP 


Iowa West 


August 24—29, Lake Okoboji, lowa 


In the communities of the Iowa District 
West are 568,556 persons without any 
church affiliation, the delegates heard. “We 
won 672 of that number in 1957, but it 
took about 62 members one year to gain 
one soul for Christ. From 1953 to 1957 
we gained an average of 754 adults a year. 
These figures reveal that we have barely 
made a start . . . in reaching the 46% of 
the unchurched population.” 


New missions will be opened in north- 
east Des Moines, southwest Sioux City, 
and Red Oak. 


Since only 62 congregations set a definite 
1958 goal for missions, it was resolved to 
ask every congregation to establish an- 
nually an adequate and responsible goal 
for its support of Kingdom work. 


FRED A. DUENSING 


Central Illinois 


August 24—28, Springfield, Ill. 


President Alvin W. Mueller in his an- 
nual report praised God for the District’s 
Spirit-directed growth. In six years, he 
noted, “the giving of our congregations to 
District and Synod has more than doubled. 
The District now ranks first in the support 
of the worldwide mission program of 
Synod.” 


Missions, Education, and Stewardship 
were discussed in daily sectional meetings. 


Resolutions called upon congregations 
to participate in PTR missions, to make 
use of all agencies of Christian education, 
and to remit monthly one twelfth of their 
fair share to Synod. 


PauL A, KOEHNEKE 


Notices 


Ordinations and Installations 


Osdained: CANDIDATES 


Waetjen, Herman C., St. Matthew, Secaucus, 
N. J., by William E. Reiser, Aug. 31 


Ordained and Installed: 


Behling, Henry W., Belmont Lutheran, Lang- 
ford, B. C., Canada, by C. C. Janzow, Sept. 7. 

Brewer, Richard P., as missionary in Ascen- 
sion, Portland, Oreg., by Fred W. Behr- 
mann, Jr., Sept. 7. 

Fritz, Rolland H., asst., Anchorage Lutheran, 
Anchorage, and St.John, Palmer, Alaska, 
by Joseph Frenz, Aug. 24. 

Heinemeier, James T., as missionary in En- 
field, Conn., at Christ, Hartford, Conn., by 
Martin C. Duchow, Sept. 7. 

Hoemann, Richard L. J., Zion, Irwin, Pa., by 
Carl B. Schlutz, Aug. 31. 

Holstein, Robert W., as missionary, in Edson 
and Hinton, Alta., Canada, by W. C. Eifert, 
Aug. 17. 

Kramer, Eugene F., St. lg 
by C. A. Kramer, Sept. 7 


Sumner, Iowa, 


Moll, Walter, St. John (Florence), Omaha, 
Nebr., by Herbert BR. Brase, Sept. 
Rast, Harold, Our Savior, Chester, First, 


Greenville, and Our Savior, Quincy, Calif., 
by E. P. Leising, Aug. 31. 

Wolter, Robert E., asst., Immanuel, Elmhurst, 
Ill., by E. T. Lange, Sept. 7. 


(S01) 


Woodworth, Harold G., as missionary in New 
Orleans, at St. Matthew, New Orleans, La., 
by Pres. Edgar Homrighausen, Aug. 31. 


Ordained and Commissioned: 


Going, Thomas H., as missionary to Japan, at 
St. John, Sycamore, IIl., by Louis I. Going, 
Aug. 31. 

Sedory, George A., as missionary to the Phil- 
ippines, at Grace, Chicago, Ill., by O. H. 
Schmidt, Sept. 7. 


Inducted: 

Ehlen, Arlis J.,.as instructor at Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis, Mo., by Alfred O. 
Fuerbringer, Sept. 14. 

PASTORS 


Installed: 


Bielenberg, Albert E., St. John, Fayetteville, 
Ark., by E. W. Callies, Sept. 7. 

Braun, Elmer W., St. Peter, Peer Heights, 
Ohio, by Walter J. Luecke, Sept. 7 

Busch, Edward E., asst., Emmaus, Denver, 
Colo., by Arnold T. Wangerin, Sept. 7. 

Haerther, Martin J., Trinity, State Center, 
Iowa, by Walter B. L. Strandes, Sept. 14. 

Harting, Paul W., Grace, El Centro, Calif., by 
Orville W. Schlueter, Sept. 7. 

Henning, J. C., as Buse erery, in Tupelo, Miss., 
by Ross E. Haupt, Sept. 

Hessel, Theodore E., ree Akron, Ohio, by 
Pres. Ottomar Krueger, Sept. 7. 

Hoger, Donald R., Crawtorasrilie Lutheran, 
Crawfordsville, and Peace, Greencastle, 
Ind., by Herbert Petrich, Sept. 14. 

Holm, Walter E., Pilgrim, Chicago, IIll., by 
H. C. Steinhoff, Sept. 7. 

Kretzschmar, Martin H., St. James, Minne- 
apolis, Minn., by O. H. Lottes, Sept. 7. 

Lucht, Alfred P., Immanuel, Southey, Sask., 
by David Schulz, Sept. 7. 

McMillan, Whitfield M., Immanuel, 
Tex., by Gustav A. Zoch, Sept. 7. 

Meier, Robert E., assoc. pastor, Bethlehem, 
Fort Beye: Ind., by Arno C. Scholz, 
Aug. 17. 

Mennen, Roswell E., Redeemer, Miami, Fla., 
by Eugene (Or Krug, Sept. 7. 

Miskimen, Robert I., Trinity, ota Iowa, 
by E. i Wehrspann, Sept. 

Olen: Robert K., Cees ‘Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa, by Pres. W. D. Oetting, Sept. 14 

Ott, Harold A., Trinity, Fort Wayne, Ind., by 
Walter M. Schoedel, Sept. 7. 

Saeger, John R., Trinity, Lafayette, La., by 
Robert L. Dittmann, Sept. 7 


Temple, 


Schiefer, Elmer B., Zion, Lone Elm, and 
Grace, Bunceton, Mo., by Wm. J. Wollen- 
burg, Sept. 7. 


Schlessmann, Philip C., Faith, Eustis, Fla., by 
Pres. F. W. Lorberg, Aug. 31. 

Schomberg, Elmer A., Bethel, Boule Wyo., 
by Edward A. Schmidt, Jr., A 31. 

Stelter, Gerhard R., Immanuel, Baievies Til., 
by ei, 18. Bekemeier, Sept. 7. 

Stoll, Roy E., St. John, Hattiesburg, Miss., by 
Frederick H. Zucker, Aug. 31. 

Streufert, Norman M., assoc. pastor, Trinity, 
Utica, Mich., by Frederick E. Kipp, Sept. 7. 

Symmank, Charles R., St. Paul, Rochelle, Ill., 
by Carl G. Kruse, Aug. 31. 


Installed: ee De 


Abel, Cand. John, St. Mark, Chicago, Ill., by 
W. M. Roth, Sept. 7. 

Affeldt, Waldemar W., assoc. prof., Concordia 
Teachers College, River Forest, Ill., by 
M. L. Koehneke, Sept. 11. 


Aufdemberge, Theodore P., Trinity, Mount 
Clemens, Mich., by Wilfred J. Junke, 
Sept.7. 


Barkhau, Cand. Alvin, St. Andrew, Chicago, 
Ill., by Martin Frick, Sept. 14. 

Baumgart, Cand. Edgar R., Redeemer, Louis- 
ville, Ky., by Oscar A. Schedler, Aug. 31. 

Becker, Cand. Herbert, Redeemer, San An- 
tonio, Tex., by E. E. Wagner, Aug. 31. 

Behling, Cand. Calvin, Immanuel, Mount 
Clemens, Mich., by A. H. Klenke, Sept. 7. 

Bergman, Fred E., St. Timothy, Detroit, Mich., 
by G. M. Krach, Sept. 7. 

Bessert, Cand. Ronald, First, ee cabinaee Tenn., 
by D. D. Dautenhahn, Aug. 17. 

Bickel, Howard, Trinity, Crete, Ill., by A. T. 
Kretzmann, Aug. 31. 

Borcherding, Cand. Gordon, Bethlehem, 
Broadview, Ill., by A. C. Hallmann, Aug. 31. 

Brese, Elmer, Emmanuel, Fort Wayne, Ind., 
by Walter M. Schoedel, Sept. 7. 

Bublitz, Cand. Donald, St. Peter, Westgate, 
Iowa, by Otto C. Schultz, Aug. 31. 

Cattau, Rollin C., as director of education and 
music at St. John, Topeka, Kans., by J. G. 
Jacobsen, Sept. 14. 

Dahl, Cand. Paul, Immanuel, Kingston, N. Y., 
by Martin Dienst, Aug. 24. 

Denninger, William O., Mount Calvary, Fort 
Wayne, Ind., by H. H. Backs, Aug. 10. 

Dohrmann, Cand., Gerald R., St. Paul, Round 
Lake, Ill., by Herman C. Noll, Aug. 31. 

Eckert, Cand. Glenn W., Trinity, pocvees. 
N.Y., by Ernest E Heuer, Sept. 7. 


Egger, Cand. Kenneth W., Concordia, Detroit, 
Mich., by Ernst H. Essig, Sept. 7. f 
Engebrecht, Franklyn, St. John, Rogers City, 
Mich., by Robert E. Weller, Sept. 7. ‘ 
Fiedler, Cand. Eugene, St. John, Racine, Wis., 

by Armin C. Schaefer, Sept. 7. 

Fischer, Frederick W., St.Paul, Falls City, 
Nebr., by Theo. Kauffeld, Aug. 31. , 

Grewe, Cand. Ralph, St. Paul, Cincinnati, 
Ohio, by Robert Wind, July 20. 

Haberstock, Cand. Paul, Martin Luther Chapel, 
Merchantville, N. J.. by H. C. Meyer, 
Aug. 31. 

Halter, Clifford A., Concordia, Kirkwood, Mo., 
by Walter F. Fisher, Sept. 7. 

Harper, Cand. Curtis D., First, Chattanooga, 
Tenn., by Herman Scherer, Aug. 31. 

Hart, Leroy J., Our Savior, Arlington, Va., by 
H. B. Roepe, Sept. 7. 

Hauser, Ronald L., Peace, Chicago, Ill., by 
John Spomer, Sept. 14. 

Hermann, Henry H., Zion, Milwaukee, Wis., 
by H. C. Tesch, Aug. 31. 

Himmler, Marvin, Trinity, Utica, Mich., by 
Frederick E. Kipp, Sept. 7. 

Hinrichs, Erich, Trinity, Crown Point, Ind., 
by H. J. Meyer, Sept. 7. 

Hollar, Cand. Melvin, Immanuel, Bristol, 
Conn., by Geo. J. Meyer, Aug. 31. 

House, Robert L., Zion, Bay City, Mich., by 
H. F. Zehnder, Sept. 7. ; 

Hoyer, Theodore W., director of education at 
Hope, Aurora, Colo., by O. J. Klinkerman, 
Sept. 7. 

Huffines, Cand. Garner L., Bethlehem, Chi- 
cago, Ill., by A. O. Gebauer, Sept. 7. 

Hunsinger, Cand. Paul F., Trinity, Wisconsin 
Dells, Wis., by Fred H. Weber, Sept. 7. 

Kamprath, Cand. Frederic, St. John, Monte- 
bello, Calif., by Wm. H. Ilten, Sept. 7. 

Kessler, William, St. Peter, Watertown, Minn., 
by Louis M. Wetzel, Aug. 31. 

Koenig, Cand. Herman, Grace, New Albany, 
Ind., by Gustav Reschke, Sept. 14. 

Koepper, Cand. Robert, Bethany, Chicago, IIl., 
by Paul Roeder, Sept. 14. 

Koschmann, Edward G., St. Mark, Cleveland, 
Ohio, by Arno E. Krentz, Sept. 7 

Krause, Cand. August, Trinity, 
Nebr., by L. H. Aurich, Aug. 24. 

Lamb, Kenneth A., Christ, La Mesa, Calif., by 
A. S. Lucas, Aug. 31. 

Lohrmann, Hugo C., St. John, Detroit, Mich., 
by Michael Brondos, Sept. 7. 

Marxhausen, Cand. Benjamin, Trinity, She- 
boygan, Wis., by Karl Schulz, Sept. 7. 

Messerli, Victor H., Bethlehem, Pacific Grove, 
Calif., by Harold Dorn, July 20. 

Meyer, Robert, First, Chattanooga, Tenn., by 
Herman Scherer, Aug. 31. 

Meyer, Cand. Victor, St. John, Decatur, IIl., 
by Geo. C. Albers, Aug. 24. 

Mueller, Hans C., Immanuel, Grand Rapids, 
Mich., by Martin W. Brauer, Sept. 7. 

Muench, Herbert E., Salem, Black Jack, Mo., 
by M. A. Gehrt, Aug. 31. 

Opel, Cand. Edgar, St. John, (Amelith) Bay 
City, Mich., by Fred Bickel, Aug. 17. 

Pagels, Ernest E., St. Paul, Ceylon, Minn., by 
Arnold Cloeter, Aug. 31. 

Pankow, Cand. Marcus, Christ Memorial, Mil- 
waukee, Wis., by John F. Johnson, Sept. 7. 

Paulos, Victor, First, Monrovia, Calif., by Emil 
H. Kreidt, Sept. 7. 

Peters, Walter, St. Paul, Farmington, Mo., by 
W. E. Griesse, Aug. 24. 

Rappe, Cand. Roger W., St. John, Port Rich- 
mond, Staten Island, N.Y., by Donald H. 
Heitner, Sept. 14. 

Rather, Cand. Loris, Bethlehem, Chicago, IIIL., 
by A. O. Gebauer, Sept. 7. 

Renner, Cand. Dale, Immanuel, Seymour, 
Ind., by Victor A. Mack, Aug. 31. 

Rettig, James F., Bethlehem, Fort Wayne, 
Ind., by Arno C, Scholz, Sept. 7. 

Romp, Wilbert W., Immanuel, Bay City, Mich., 
by M. A. Bertermann, Sept. 14. 

Sandler, Cand. Richard W., Pilgrim, Chicago, 
Ill., by H. C. Steinhoff, Sept. 7. 

Schrank, Cand. Rodney, Emmanuel, Balti- 
more, Md., by George A. Loose, Aug. 10. 

Teschler, Cand. Howard, St. John, Libby, 
Mont., by Arthur O. Werfelmann, Aug. 31. 

Von Behren, Erich, Evergreen Lutheran, De- 

_ troit, Mich., by A. E. Heumann, Sept. 7. 

Wu au, Otto, Emmaus, Fort Wayne, Ind., by 
Erwin L. Tepker, Sept. 7. 

Zwick, Richard C., Redford Lutheran, Detroit, 
Mich., by E. A. Westcott, Jr., Sept. 7. 


Inducted: 


Erxleben, Arnold, asst. professor at Concordia 
‘teachers College, Seward, Nebr., by Paul 
A. Zimmerman, Sept. 7. 


Official Notices 


Rev. John Spomer of Chicago has been 
appointed Visitor of Circuit 14, Northern Illi- 
nois District, to succeed Rev. Harold H. Lach- 
mann, who accepted a call into another 
District. — A. . WERFELMANN, President, 
Northern Illinois District. 


Rev. Donald L. Gesterling of Harrold, 
S.Dak., has been appointed Visitor of the 
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‘Schuyler, 


Pierre Circuit, South Dakota District, to suc- 
ceed Rev. Glen Reichwald, who has accepted 
a call into another synod. — PHitie MUELLER, 
President, South Dakota District. 


According to the regulations of The Lu- 
theran Chureh — Missouri Synod and by 
authorization of the faculty of Concordia 
Teachers College, River Forest, Ill., Curtis R. 
Hotlen, M.A., Oak Lawn, Ill; Garner L. 
Huffines, B.A., Chicago, Ill; and Eric J. 
Meyer, B.A., Fort Wayne, Ind., have been 
examined by a committee of the faculty and 
have given satisfactory evidence of their spir- 
itual maturity, doctrinal knowledge, and un- 
derstanding of Christian education and 
church practice. They are herewith declared 
eligible for a divine call to the teaching pro- 
fession of our church. — M. L. KOEHNEKE, 
President, Concordia Teachers College, River 
Forest, Il. 

Rev. Frederick W. Reutz, a former Method- 
ist minister, now a member of First Lutheran 
Church, Little Rock, Ark., desires to be a 
minister in The Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod and has applied for a colloquy. Proper 
credentials have been sent to Dr. Herman A. 
Harms. — GerorcE W. Wir1TMER, President, 
Western District. 


Call Accepted 


Prof. Reinhold Marxhausen of Concordia 
Teachers College, Seward, Nebr., has accepted 
the call as associate professor in art educa- 
tion extended to him by the Electoral Board 
on July 10, 1958. — Oscar Witx, Secretary, 
Board of Control. 


Notices 


Anyone knowing of Lutheran people living 
in the towns of Enfield or Somers, Conn., or 
planning to locate in these areas, please con- 
tact Rev. James T. HEINEMEIER, 73 Park Ave., 
Thompsonville, Conn. 


Anyone knowing of Lutherans living in or 
moving to Webster, S. Dak., and _ vicinity 
please notify Rev. A. A. Krause, Waubay, 
S. Dak. 


Ascension Lutheran Church has been estab- 
lished at Marianna, Fla., to serve Lutherans 
of that area. Lutheran services are conducted 
at 7 P.M. in St. Luke’s Episcopal Church on 
West Lafayette in Marianna. Anyone know- 
ing of Lutherans or prospective Lutherans 
please notify Rev. D. E. SatiacH, 1200 South 
Park Ave., Dothan, Ala. 


Anyone knowing of Lutherans living in and 
around Madison, Ind., please send their names 
and addresses to Rev. Ora Riemer, R. 1, Cross 
Plains, Ind. 


Available 


Pews: 3, 12-ft.; 3, 6-ft.; 1, 7-ft.; for trans- 
portation costs. — St. JoHNn’s LUTHERAN CHURCH, 
Rev. Paul H. Burgdorf, Clinton, Iowa. 


To any new mission congregation: used, 
silver Communion set of chalice, flagon, and 
paten, for transportation fee. Write: Rev. 
Joun A. BatasH, Jr., St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, R. 1, Bath, IIl. 


Free to any mission congregation: 3 dark- 
oak offering plates, 12” by 114” deep — Sr. 
JoHN’s LUTHERAN CHURCH, Rev. D. C. Schulz, 
Luxemburg, Wis. 


Pastors: Changes of Address 


Baumann, Martin A., 410 Ninth Ave., 
Helena, Mont. 

Birkmann, Paul G., 4904 Pennsylvania Ave., 
St. Louis 11, Mo. 

Brohm, Arthur Jr., 1330 Tebbutt Ave., 
Modesto, Calif. 

Bryant, Vernon E., 21222 82d Pl., W., 
Edmonds, Wash. 

Burow, Ralph, R. 1, Morrisdale, Pa. 

Czamanske, Paul W., 1317 Anthony, 
Columbia, Mo. 

Dierks, Reinhold F., 107 Outer Dr., 
Silver Bay, Minn. 

Dukewits, W. C., 509 College, Winfield, Kans. 

Goehle, Theo., 723 Lafond Ave., 
St. Paul 4, Minn. 

Goehring, J. Geo., 19355 Arnold Dr., 
Sonoma, Calif. 

Graesser, Prof. Carl, Jr., 1 Tyndale Pl., 
Concordia Sr. College, Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Graf, Armand, 27 Martha Pl., Hamburg, N.Y. 

Gronbach, Arthur, Gayle Joanne Apts., 
Apt. C-4, 6th & Washington, 
Tuscumbia, Ala. 

Gutknecht, Theo., em., 1341 Aetna St., 
Anaheim, Calif. 

Haentzschel, A., em., 1286 Court St., N.E., 
Salem, Oreg. 

Hoemann, Richard L., 
725 Robbins Station Rd., Irwin Pa. 

Hoffmann, Albert G., 2371 N. Grant Blvd., 
Milwaukee 10, Wis. 

Holstein, Robert W., Box 2116, 
Hinton, Alta., Canada 
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Teachers: 


Juengel, Martin H., Yuma, Colo. 

Knepper, Theo. C., 45 Cypress PIl., 
Potomac Heights, Md. 

Kuhlmann, Robert T., 702 Adams Ave., 
Apt. D, Fairborn, Ohio __ 

Laabs, Ernest A., 322 W. Clinton St., 
Napoleon, Ohio 

Lachmann, Harold H., 803 S. 14th, 

Ord, Nebr. 

Light, Gordon H., 816 E. Bay St., 
Sebewaing, Mich. ; 

Malkow, Emanuel, 126 N. Washington, 
Clearwater, Fla. 

Malte, Eric C., 6 Tyndale Dr., 

Concordia Senior College, Fort Wayne,: 
Ind. 

Mayer, Martin E., Jr., 526 S. Fifth Ave., 
Wausau, Wis. * 

McMillan, Whitfield M., 2103 W. Ave. H, 
Temple, Tex. 

Meyer, Louis C., 2112 Broadway, Room 401, 
New York 23, N.Y. Res.: 345 Jaeger Ave., 
Maywood, N. J. 

Moellering, Ralph L., c.r.m., 22 Moreland, 
Boston 19, Mass. 

Mueller, Gilbert E., 

Beach Corner, Alta., Canada 
Otto, Harold A., 2206 Wells, Fort Wayne, Ind. . 
Pfotenhauer, C. Don, 455 Linden, 

N. Kamloops, B. C., Canada 

Puseman, Chaplain Edmund A.., ¢ 
9406 Hoxey Ave., Los Angeles 45, Calif. 

Querbach, Carl W., Jr., Concordia College, 
3126 W. Kilbourn Ave., Milwaukee 8, Wis. 

Redeker, William, 150 Williams St., 

Los Gatos, Calif. 

Riess, Frederick R., P. O. Box 547, 
Newport, Oreg. 

Schmalz, Alfred C., 819 N. Cedar, 
Luverne, Minn. 

Schmidt, Edgar P., 6345 Madison Ave., 
Lincoln 5, Nebr. e 
Schmidt, Ronald, 10090 Old Lincoln Trail, 

East St. Louis. Ill. 

Schoenfuhs, Walter B., 4265 Flora Pl., 
St. Louis 10, Mo. 

Stenzel, August K., R. 3, Box 2000, 
Maryland State Reformatory, 
Hagerstown, Md. 

Stohs, Milton E., 1330 S. Fiske, 
Rockledge, Fla. 

Streufert, Kenneth, 2004 Indian Trail Dr., 
West Lafayette, Ind. 

Strickert, Paul G., 315 W. Freetown Rd., 
Grand Prairie, Tex. 

Taylor, Chaplain George O., 

Ha. 24th Inf. Div. Artillery, 
APO 29, New York, N.Y. 

Tepker, Prof. Howard W., 1115 W. Edwards, 
Springfield, Tl. 

Tubesing, Chaplain Karl A., 

V. A. Center, Wood, Wis. 

Wangerin, Jack D., 25 Washburn’s Lane, 
Stony Point, N.Y. 

Wenck, Walter, 13041 Lori Lane, 

Garden Grove, Calif. 

Westphal, Leroy R., Lisbon, N. Dak. 

Winger, Roger E., 4 Norfolk Ave., 
London N. 13, England 

Wolkenhauer, Alfred, Burnett, Wis. 

Zinter, Chaplain (Lt. Col.) R. H., 

U.S. Army Garrison, Post Chap., 
Fort Lawton, Wash. 

Zuberbier, Adolph A., 339 San Luis, 

Needles, Calif. 


Busarow, Donald, 6165 Farmbrook, 
Detroit 24, Mich. 
Buuck, Reinhard G., 404 Sycamore St., 
Columbus, Ind. 
Fiedler, Ralph W., 2991 Raleigh, 
Denver 12, Colo. 
Foelber, Herbert E., 8540 E. 16th St., 
Indianapolis 19, Ind. 
Geyer, Harold J., 20 S. W. 11th St., 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 
Gottschalk, Lester A., 1515 Cottonwood St., : 
Grand Forks, N. Dak. 
Hardt, Paul W., 3636 W. 67th St., 
Chicago 29, Ill. 
Helberg, Fred H., 1425 Eighth Ave., 
Marion, Iowa 
Hingst, Duane, 6817 Raymond Ave., 
University City 14, Mo. 
Kamprath, Richard, 14912 Lindsay, 
Detroit 27, Mich. 
Kochendorfer, Paul, 64-79 84th St., 
Middle Village 79, N.Y. 
Kreidt, Martin A., 5119 W. Montrose, . 
Chicago 41, Il. 
Marxhausen, Benjamin, 2005 S. 21st St., 
Sheboygan, Wis. 
Roth, Kenneth F., 76 Queen St., 
Bristol, Conn. 
Schmidt, Edward, 6207 S. Talman, " 
Chicago 29, Ill. ' 
aes an a Lee St., Des Plaines, Ill. 
ilbert, Warren N., 2312 Huntin i 
worrinefield, Tl. ane 
oodard, Donald W., Lutheran Concordia 
: College, 3400 East Ave., Austin 5, Tex. 
Zilz, Melvin L., 22210 Revere Blvd., [ 
St. Clair Shores, Mich. t 
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Letters 


“Missionaries of the Cross’ 


“Missionaries of the Cross,” the cover 
of the special edition of the LUTHERAN 
WITNESS, gave me a real thrill. A living 
cross dramatizes the mission emphasis of 
many articles in the issue. 

I think the story behind the picture of 
the 81 men and women will edify WITNEss 
readers. These people came to Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis, for specific preservice 
training: 21 studied for five weeks in the 
Mission School for Outgoing Missionaries 
before heading overseas; 48 heard special- 
ists in a five-day program as a part of the 
Home Mission Institute. And this year, 
for the first time, the “Furloughing Mis- 
sionaries’ Conference” also met for in- 
service training on the St. Louis campus. 

The cover picture reinforces the appeal 
for full support of the synodical budget. 
Synodical funds subsidize the summer ses- 
sions at Concordia Seminary. Here is a di- 
rect investment which pays rich and im- 
mediate dividends. A few weeks after the 
picture was taken, most of these people 
~ were traveling around the world, scatter- 
ing the seed of the Word. 

The Board for Foreign Missions, the 
Board for Missions in North and South 
America, and the Mission Board of the 
Synodical Conference have co-operated 
with Prof. William Danker, Director of 
Missionary Training, and the other admin- 
istrative officers of the seminary, so that 
this summer training program has grown 
steadily during the past three years. In 
addition, more and more District Mission 
Boards are helping new home missionaries 
get the specific preservice training the 
Home Mission Institute offers. 

We pray the Lord of the church will 
give us larger and larger “living crosses” 
of such workers. In this way we can 
‘spread the arms of the Cross of Jesus 
around the world sooner! 

ARTHUR M. VINCENT 

St. Louis, Mo. 


Dated September 23 


Please find enclosed personal check for 
$100 (one hundred dollars) to be used in 
your work with Foreign Missions. This is 
in response to your appeal in the Lvu- 
THERAN WITNESS of September 23. 

I hereby wish for all missionaries, wher- 
ever they be, God’s blessing on their 
efforts, and may they be granted visible 

' progress in their work — enough so as not 
to become too discouraged ever. 

Towa Wels D: 


_ OCTOBER 21, 1958 


Letters to this department must be signed. Names 
will be withheld upon request. The opinions ex- 
pressed are not necessarily those of the Editors, 
who may reject, print in full, or omit matter not 
pertinent. 


“One Mistake’ 


Today I read the Sept. 23 issue of the 
WITNEss. You made one mistake, in my 
opinion: the last page should have con- 
tained a contribution blank to be mailed 
with a check direct to Synod headquarters. 

I presume that a certain percentage of 
my contribution to my local congregation 
goes to Synod. I have never heard what 
the percentage figure is, and as a result 
I do not know what I give to Synod. 
Under this method all feeling of rendering 
direct personal assistance in this great 
work is lost. 

In my opinion you should permit your- 
self one direct appeal each year to your 
membership through the WITNEss. 


Missouri Ee 


A Voter's Reaction to Synod’s Plight 


The run of business was finished. Our 
voting members, about 35 of them who 
regularly support the work of this half- 
town, half-country church, sat waiting for 
a motion to adjourn. 

Just at that point someone asked for the 
floor —a young man, a truck farmer, who 
is usually silent and lets others talk. 

“I read the LUTHERAN WITNESS,” he 
began in a halting way. “I read it two 
days ago, and I felt like crying.” 

An anxious, blanketing silence settled 
over the room. 

“They’ve cut back the missions 12% — 
just because we didn’t give enough.” Then 
he added: “I can’t get over that —I can’t 
get over it — 12%!” 

Nothing much else happened that night, 
except that our voters followed his sugges- 
tion to request enough WITNESSES to go 
around, one to each family in the con- 
gregation. 

I trust that we'll discuss the matter at 
the October meeting. But I’m pretty sure 
none of us who attended the last meeting 
will soon forget what this young man said. 

“T felt like crying!” 

And he is every inch a man! 

St. Louis, Mo. WALTER RIESS 


“Make a Braver New World” 


It is assumed from our membership in 
the Lutheran Church that we are dedi- 
cated followers of Christ. Is this assump- 
tion correct? Are you dedicated to the 
extent that you will say: “I will go where 
You want me to go, dear Lord. I will do 
what You want me to do”? 

It appears that the Communists are out- 
dedicating the Christians and will sweep 
the world unless Christianity is willing to 
rededicate itself to Christ and march in 
His army. Those people in Russia are not 
slaves. Millions are dedicated and are out 
to change the world. 

In our struggle for the heart of man 
we must renew the faith, gain the flaming 
emotion of St. Paul and all the Christian 
martyrs who died for their religious be- 
liefs. We must fire spiritual ideas with 
belief, with the magic of passion, for our 
own sake and for the decency of mankind. 

With resolute faith and courage, guided 
by the power of the Spirit, we must make 
a braver new world. 

LEONARD WILLIAMS 

Inglewood, Calif. 


(503) 


Our Venture of Faith 


February 1 to October 1, 1958 
Contributed by the Districts of Synod 


Alberta and British Col. __$ 33,668.76 
Atlantic : PCO ES 283,411.84 
California and Nevada _. 190,000.00 
Central Soy ae y ath 643,137.88 
Central Illinois’ = = = 258,610.08 
Colorado tease Behe Ree 105,156.89 
Paste pnetees es een 171,589.58 
English k2 D8 see 433,266.73 
Florida-Georgia ——________ Se 
lowacBaste ee es 145,000.00 
lowa:. WeSia 2 anes Dae. 271,661.00 
KanSas ane tar Pee 221,002.77 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan 24,453.01 
Michi atime eee ee ees 672,699.48 
Minneso tae. se eo ae eae 633,873.43 
Montana eae = ee eee 21,698.42 
North Dakota _2 = 98,225.06 
North Wisconsin _... 285,569.83 
Northern Illinois —..._. 554,367.90 
Northern Nebraska _... 140,437.07 
Northwest) ee ee 177,646.28 
Oklahoma a= ae ee 78,935.02 
Ontariom. 2 93,333.32 
SouthpDakota = 94,308.58 
South Wisconsin —...--__- 344,175.63 
Southeastern 22 181,000.00 
Southern 2 Se 70,000.00 
Southern California —.__ 173;333.33 
Southern Illinois 158,152.28 
Southern Nebraska __. WPL BWI) 
‘RexaS ese, sein ae Oe 200,000.00 
‘Western 223 oe has E 525,032.21 


$ 7,510,881.54 


Operating Statement 1958 
Required Feb. 1—Oct. 1 $10,666,666.66 
Received Feb. 1—Oct. 1 $ 7,643,296.68 


—$ 3,023,369.98 
CHAS. E. GROERICH, Assistant Treasurer 


Trend Is Hopeful 


We're still going ahead, thank God! 
May God’s grace be with you who, 
prompted by His Spirit, are continuing to 
bring your offerings of love to Christ. 

Receipts for the first eight months: 


LOS Stee eee $7,643,297 
O57 sees 6,578,257 
Increase _.:....- 1,065,040 (16.2%) 


For September it was an increase of 
$181,200, or 23.9% ($757,627 in 1957 
and $938,824 in 1958). 

The trend is hopeful, from a 14.6% in- 
crease in July to 16.2% in September. An 
increase of 16.2%, however, continued to 
January 1, 1959, would bring the church 
$14,742,000. Still short of the $16,000,000 
goal! 

On the other hand, the September 
increase was 23.9%. That increase, if 
continued, would bring approximately 
$15,300,000. 

Perhaps we can have two particularly 
good months, November and December, 
which could bring an increase of 30% 
to 40%. That could make the difference 
between coming close to the goal and 
missing it completely. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you all! 

ARNOLD H. GRUMM 
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A Splendid, de Luxe 
Christmas Gift filled with 
a lifetime of inspiring 
reading joys 


$5 PRE-PUBLICATION SAVING 


Before December 15, 1958 —......... 
After December 15, 1958 _........... 


Compiled by When you make a gift to yourself, your family, some cherished friend or deserving servant 
of your church, choose this magnificent 3-volume anthology of spiritual gems from the com- 
EWALD M. PLASS plete writings of Martin Luther. You can be sure of giving the best of reading. Every page 

grips the imagination and heart. Reading and sharing Luther is sheer delight. 


A delight to the eye WHAT LUTHER SAYS brings together for the first time anywhere in the English-speaking world 
7 more than 5,100 choice Luther selections on 200 subjects of abiding and practical importance, 

and a joy to use all alphabetically and topically arranged for quick and easy reference. 

3 volumes. Total, 1,692 pages. Truly, WHAT LUTHER SAYS is a prized possession whose value grows each time you dip into 

Over-all size of set, 6% by 10% its enriching pages. Also will make a highly appropriate and appreciated gift for your 

by 5%. Large, easy-to-read type. minister or church library. 


Double column. Genuine gold : 
stamping on cover and backbone. Beautiful Christmas GIFT CERTIFICATE 
Comprehensive Topical, General, 


and Scripture Index. Housed in A beautiful GIFT CERTIFICATE is available on request for those purchasing WHAT 
LUTHER SAYS as a Christmas gift. This de luxe embossed certificate will announce 
, ee to the recipients that they will receive from you immediately after publication on 
dramatizing highlights from Lu- January 15, 1959, the handsome 3-volume anthology WHAT LUTHER SAYS. 
ther's life. Request Certificate on coupon below. 


RESERVE YOUR SET NOW — AND SAVE $5.00 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 
ST. LOUIS 18, MISSOURI ro 


a beautiful, pictorial slipcase 


Please reserve my Personal set of WHAT LUTHER SAYS, No. 15W1232 at your special pre-publication offer of $20.00. 
| understand by ordering now | save $5, and that after December 15, 1958, the regular retail price of $25.00 will 
Prevail, Send WHAT LUTHER SAYS immediately after publication, January 15, 1959. 


Please handle my reservation as follows: 


(J BILL ME upon publication (Jan. 15, 1959) at the special pre-publication price of $20.00. 


(1 1 ENCLOSE $5.00 as first payment on your Easy-Time-Payment Plan. Bal i 
installments beginning January 1959. i See nae ae era 


(1) 1 ENCLOSE my check for $20.00. Postage prepaid. 
OD Please send me your free descriptive folder, 


1! am purchasing WHAT LUTHER SAYS as a gift. Please send me your Free Gift Announcement Folder, LJ Check here 


Name OL ee 
Address —_—_—_—— ee ee 
City Zone State 


